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EDITORIAL

It has been an excep tionally  busy few  w eeks for 
the Friends, particu larly  the last w eekend in June. 
On the S aturday afternoon a full bus load o f  
represen tatives from  various environm ental 
com m unity  groups cam e to  visit. T his w as part o f  
a field trip  organised  by Jack  D inkgreve from  the 
M elbourne Parks & W aterw ays N etw ork . Then 
on the Sunday w e had  our general m eeting  
follow ed by a BBQ  and  fam ily  activ ity  at Stane 
Brae

The latest new s on the staffing  fron t d irect from  
D avid N ugent (C h ie f  R anger for the Port Phillip 
area) is that, since M att Le D uc w as m oved by the 
D epartm ent to  W oori Y allock, the position  o f  
R anger-in-C harge has not been advertised. 
H ow ever, we are to ld  th a t a rep lacem ent RIC will 
be sent to W arrandyte  in A ugust for 6 m onths. 
A nother ongoing  concern  is the fu ture o f  the 
depot. W hen asked, D avid also  assured  us that 
the W SP depot w ould  not, like so m any others in 
the State, be closed  dow n.

W e have a sligh tly  new  look to  the  new sle tter this 
m onth w ith changes to  the fron t page and also  the

inclusion o f  som e photos. B oth co lour and black 
and w hite photographs are able to  be scanned for 
the new sletter by R achel and M ark from  Visual 
Attention Desktop Publishing w ho are now  
photocopying  the new sle tter each m onth.

O nce again the bias tow ards flora in the 
new sle tter is back. W e do need m ore articles on 
fauna as w ell as o ther artic les o f  environm ental 
in terest both on the local scene and from  around 
the State.

F inally  a rem inder o f  the ‘suggestion b o x ’ located 
in the Folly  at Pound B end depot. The com m ittee 
urges FOWSPians to vo ice the ir op inions - for 
exam ple - w hich are preferred , m orning or 
afternoon activ ities, m aybe you w ould  like to 
suggest a particu lar activ ity . Y ou tell us. The 
com m ittee m eets regularly  every  m onth to discuss 
such m atters and the m inutes from  each m eeting 
are p inned up on the no tice  board in the Folly. 
W e look forw ard to  hearing  from  you, the 
m em bers w ho m ake th is group the great success 
that it is.
Pat Coupar

GORGE TRIP

Date: Sunday August 4th
Time: Meet on site at 10.30am or leave Warrandyte at 9.45am 
Place: Works depot Gordons Rd off Plenty Rd (Melways ref. 183 H8)

This is a fantastic opportunity to see the Plenty Gorge MP&W Park. In the morning we will be 
given a guided tour of the wetland area and during the afternoon we will be taken on a orchid walk. 
BBQ lunch will be provided - bring a salad to share. It promises to be a great day.

If you are interested in coming put your name on the list in the Folly or phone Cecilia Le Duc on 
9722 1926 so that numbers for catering can be passed on to Scott (ranger at Plenty Gorge) and so 
that we can arrange a car pool if  required.



FOWSP THURSDAY PROGRAM

Ju ly  18th K o ala  W alk  - P ound  B end Meet at the depot at 1.15pm
I t’s time to count Warrandyte’s koalas again. Ranger Brian Phefley will lead the walk give us an 
update on the numbers and health of these special marsupials.
L ea d e r Brian Phefley. M eet at the depot Pound Bend. (M elways ref. map 23 C 10)

Ju ly  25th V isit the  T ra il l ’s M O R N IN G  A C T IV IT Y  Meet on site at 10.am
Al and Carol Traill have kindly offered to show us round their property at Wonga Park. Come and see 
the fantastic wetland Al has created as well as some locally rare and endangered plants. Soup will be 
provided.
Leader Al & Carol Traill. Meet at ‘Narr-meian’, Freyne St Wonga Park (Melways ref. map 36 D3)

Aug 1st S p ad o n i’s R eserve Leave Depot at 1.00pm OR meet on site at 1.30pm
A walk around one of the dwindling billabongs beside the Yarra River. This reserve is home to the 
rare Buxton and Yarra Gums.
Leader Pat Coupar. Meet at the end of Victoria Rd Coldstream (Melways ref. map 274 E8)

Aug 8th F lo ra  M an ag em en t System  (FM S) w orkshop . Meet at the Depot 1.15pm
Learn about Warrandyte’s unique FMS view maps and photographs of rare plants. Followed (if time)
by a walk on Pound Bend Ridge to see examples of some flora management.
Leader Ranger David Van Bockel. Meet at the Folly WSP Depot, Pound Bend Rd.
(Melways ref map 23 C 10)

Aug 15th W attle  Id en tifica tio n  W a lk  M O R N IN G  A C T IV IT Y  Meet on site at 10.00am
Late winter is the perfect time to see some of Warrandyte’s 25 species (16 native & 9 introduced) of 
wattle and there is no better place to see them than Fourth Hill.
Leader Cathy Willis. Meet at the Fiddler Gully car park on the right hand side of Webb St. 
(Melways ref. map 35 G3)

Aug 22nd V isit to  Y a r ra  V alley. P a rk  N urse ry . Leave Depot at 1.00pm or meet on site at 1.30pm 
A guided tour of our neighbouring Park’s nursery for some sharing of ideas.
Leader Elizabeth Sevior. Meet at Westerfolds Park off Fitzsimons La. (Melways ref. map 33 G 1)

Aug 29th D iscover T he C om m on. M O R N IN G  A C T IV IT Y  Meet on site at 10.00am
The forgotten reserve. The Common is home to a mob o f  around 100 kangaroos as well as a 
number of rare and special plants.
Leader Joan MacMahon. Meet at Haslams Tk the first car park on the left (Melways ref. map 36 A3)

Stane Brae Working Bee -Sunday June 30th
Following the general meeting 13 members made their way out to Stane Brae for a BBQ lunch, some planting, weeding 
and a walk. For some members it was the first time they had been to this part of the Park. After lunch around an 
impromptu table in the big shed, half the group planted several boxes of grasses, acacias and eucalypts in the two 
existing coupes, while the rest pulled nightshade from the old house site.

Ben was sure that divots from last seasons plantings were wombat droppings. Although they were in the shape of a 
forestry tube, it took some time to explain to him that wombats do not have square rear ends!

Following the work we went for a walk along the river track towards Yarra Brae to look for orchids, we were not 
disappointed. Several species were found in abundance including Gnat Orchid (Acianthus pusillus), Autumn Bird 
Orchid (Chiloglottis reflexa) and several greenhoods (Pterostylis spp.).

We still have a lot of work to do in this lesser known area of the Park, so any help members can give will be much 
appreciated. Thank you to all who came out to Stane Brae and for a great afternoon.
Report by Ron Taylor



POUND BEND COUPE - A Review
June 10th 1996

It is three years ago today  that I arrived at the 
W arrandyte S tate Park N ursery  early  and found 
R anger D avid V an B ockel, M argaret B urke and 
Cathy W illis deep in serious conversation . The 
result w as that I w as asked to  take responsib ility  
for the revegetation  area at the Pound Bend depot 
w hich had acquired the nam e o f  the  Coupe.

Three years later I look at the C oupe now  and 
review  the past labours:

N ow  it is a flourish ing  area o f  young  trees, bushes 
and low ground covers. I love to be in the m idst 
o f  it. Extra thrills ripple th rough m e w hen I com e 
upon a koala sitting  in one o f  our tasty  M anna 
G um s, looking dow n on me w ith that special 
koala gaze. This has happened  on three occasions 
now. The koalas clim b the rabbit p ro o f  fence, 
locate a likely tree, ea t th e ir fill and leave.

All the year birds v isit the C oupe. The thick 
bushy nature o f  the vegetation  p lease the B lue 
W rens and the R ed-brow ed F iretails. W orkers in 
the Coupe have also  seen Y ellow -rum ped and 
Striated T hornbills, W elcom e Sw allow s, young 
K ookaburras, M agpies, R osellas, Jacky  W inters 
and G rey Fantails. B lackbirds are not so 
w elcom e. I suspect tw o m ay be build ing a nest in 
a dense part o f  the tree grow th. O n the o ther hand 
kangaroos are m ost w elcom e. R angers have 
noticed one or tw o on several occasions.

So how  has this happy state o f  affa irs com e 
about? Firstly o ther people jo in ed  in w hen the 
w ork w as ju s t p lain  toil. N eal T essier helped 
trem endously  w ith  cu tting  and m an-handling the 
carpet underlay w hich w as our first w eapon 
against an ever grow ing w all o f  w eeds. He also 
w heeled countless barrow  loads o f  saw dust m ulch 
to spread on top  o f  the carpet. W e both w onder 
how  m any barrow  loads w e filled  and trundled  up

The Park  S ta ff cam e silen tly  along w hen w e w ere 
resting  at hom e and sprayed the w eeds on m any 
occasions. It w as a constan t battle.

C athy and Pat's w eeding  operation  w as vital. 
F inally  a team  from  G reenlink  cam e and finished 
the m ulching fo r us. I give thanks for the ir w ork 
every tim e I am  in the coupe. I hope those young 
unem ployed people realize  how  helpful their 
w ork  w as a t tha t stage o f  the process.

Secondly, w hen all w as ready, the school children 
arrived on an arbor day and  planted hundreds o f  
trees, shrubs, ground covers and creeping, 
indigenous ‘sp read ers’. T hey  also sow ed seeds o f  
various trees w hich  have germ inated  and are 
grow ing well.

T hirdly , the coupe has needed constan t loving 
care. A  w heelbarrow  o f  w eeds taken out each 
T hursday  and regu lar p lan ting  o f  local sm all 
p lants keeps th ings m oving along. W e look 
forw ard to the next stage o f  grow th in E ndeavour 
B ank along the river. O ne day w e hope that the 
tw o areas w ill be jo in ed  together.
Report by Elizabeth Sevior

U p p er  sto rey  trees
Eucalyptus viminalis (Manna Gum)
E. radiata (Narrow-leaved Peppermint) 
E. polyanthemos (Red Box)
E. goniocalyx (Long-leaved Box)
E. obliqua (Messmate)
E. ovata (Swamp Gum)
E.melliodora (Yellow Box)
Acacia dealbata (Silver Wattle)
A . mearnsii (Black Wattle)
A. melanoxylon (Blackwood)

List of species for the Coupe
M id d le  storey
Allocasuarina littoralis (Black She-oak)
Acacia pycnantha (Golden Wattle)
A. verticillata (Prickly Moses)
Cassinia longifolia (Shiny Cassinia)
C. arcuata (Drooping Cassinia)
Bursaria spinosa (Sweet Bursaria)
Leptospermun con tinen tal (Prickly Tea-tree) 
Prostanthera lasianthos (Vic. Xmas Bush) 
Goodenia ovata (Hop Goodenia)

G ra sses & sed ges
Poa labillardieri (Tussock Grass)
P.ensiformis (Tussock Grass)
Microlaena stipoides (Weeping Gtsss) 
Danthonia spp  (Wallaby Grass)
Carex appressa (Tall Sedge)
Carex iynx (Sedge)
G ro u n d  C o vers
Acaena novae-zelandiae (Bidgee Widgee) 
Viola hederacea (Ivy-leaf Violet) 
Dichondra repens (Kidney Weed) 
Veronica plebeia  (Trailing Speedwell) 
Hardenbergia violacea (Purple Coral-pea)

and dow n the slope. W e are relieved to have that 
part finished! N eal a lso created  dam s to  stop the 
rush o f  w ater and precious m ulch dow nhill after 
heavy rain.

In  ad d itio n  Juncus spp  (Rushes) and Epilobium hirtigerum  (Hairy Willow-herb) have self sown



God  bless HM AS FOWSP and all  who sail  in her!

A warm day - the sun's rays are reflected in the Y arra’s cascading waters - currents sw irl through the gorge 
- above is a flu rry o f  bird activity amongst the vegetation on the steep slopes - past the rapids is a beach - a 
perfect p lace to swim - to be the river and the river you.

W ell you can experience  all th is and m ore, because FO W SP has ju s t  purchased  a canoe! To qualify  to  use it 
you m ust be a FO W SP m em ber over the age o f  18. I f  so, ju s t  phone R on T ay lor (num ber on the back page) 
for a booking, fix  a set o f  ro o f  bars onto  your car and o ff  you go. A ll w e ask in return  is tha t you take a note 
o f  any w eeds, pick  up som e rubbish  or pull som e Y ellow  Iris along the w ay. The canoe is a ‘R apid R ider 
look-alike’. It has plenty  o f  space inside, is relatively  light to carry and com fortab le  for its crew  o f  tw o. The 
only th ing  you need to  be careful about are rocks w hich m ight dam age the fibre glass.

THE H ILD EBEEST GOES WEST

To a l l  o u r  d e a r  f r i e n d s ,
B e ca u se  W arran dy te  i s  s u c h a  very  s p e c i a l  p l a c e ,  

f u l l  o f  su ch  v e r y  s p e c i a l  p e o p l e ,  we t h o u g h t  we  
sh o u ld  e x te n d  i t s  -western b ou n da ry .

P l e a s e  come and s h a r e  o u r  b i g  a d v e n t u r e  a t  
The School  House 
RMB 7 3 3 0
Minhamite 3287 phone 055 766 227

A l l  o u r  l o v e ,  Jo y  & H i l d e b r a n d

W EEKEND W ORK
Additional FOWSP activities meeting on 

SATURDAY  
opportunity for weekaday workers, students & the keen 

FOLLY AT POUND BEND: 10 am 
If interested ring Ant Owen 9844 1344



It was alm ost tw o years ago tha t C athy W illis and 
I were given the opportun ity  to  jo in  the crew  o f  
‘Save the B u sh ’ w ho had been contracted  to 
eradicate Sw eet P ittosporum  (Pittosporum  
undulatum) from  a corner o f  T im ber R eserve in 
the W arrandyte State Park. A lthough w e had 
both com pleted the herb icide tra in ing  course for 
volunteers, neither o f  us a t that tim e had 
experience o f  drilling  and f illin g  in the bush.

The area in w hich w e w ere w orking contained 
probably  the m ost dense concentration  o f  
Pittosporum  anyw here in the Park. O ver three 
days six o f  us drilled and filled  hundreds o f  these 
G ippsland invaders both large and sm all, 
including som e m ulti-trunked trees tha t had 
regrow n fo llow ing  unsuccessful cu tting  and 
painting2. In addition thousands o f  seedlings 
w ere hand pulled.

Follow ing the death o f  the P ittosporum s a fence 
w as erected by Park S ta ff  around the site. Then, 
at about this tim e last year ‘F rien d s’ and Rangers 
planted several hundred  grasses and ground 
covers in bare patches beneath the dead trees.

R eturning to  the site a lm ost a year later I w as 
surprised  and deligh ted  at the grow th that had 
taken place. The plants, w atered  only  once at the 
tim e o f  p lanting, had p ro liferated  - particularly  
successful w ere the Ivy -leaf V io le t ( Viola 
hederacea), K idney  W eed (Dichondra repens) 
and W eeping G rass (M icrolaena stipoides). The 
only slight d isappo in tm ent w as the H op G oodenia 
(Goodenia ovata) w hich had been planted along 
the bottom  fence line and been out-com peted by 
grassy w eeds.

The natural regeneration  that w as taking place 
w as very encouraging  - seed lings o f  C om m on 
Heath (Epacris impressa), so d ifficu lt to 
propagate under nursery  conditions, had pushed 
their w ay health ily  through the em erald  m oss. 
L ikew ise G rey Parro t-pea (Dillwynia cinerascens) 
and Pink Bells ( Tetratheca ciliata) had also 
appeared. B ut m ost spectacu lar o f  all w as the 
T ree Everlasting (Ozothamnus ferrugineus), 
literally thousands had germ inated inside the 
fence - som e about a m etre tall. L ooking back 
neither C athy or I rem em bered seeing  adults o f

Sweet Pittosporum  (Pittosporum undulatum)

this p lan t tw o years ago. This species has a quite 
staggering ability  to regenerate from  seed 
follow ing fire or disturbance. O n th is occasion, 
how ever, the trigger w as sim ply letting in the 
light and keeping ou t the rabbits (the m assive 
germ ination o f  T ree E verlasting  w as not evident 
outside the fence even though Pittosporum s has 
been killed in this area  too).

A fter seeing the site plans for our Thursday 
m orning activ ity  w ere rap id ly  changed. Instead or 
m ore p lan ting  w e drilled  and filled a few  left-over 
P ittosporum s and som e large Irish Straw berry 
trees (Arbutus unedo). W e also  hand pulled 
seedling P ittosporum s and dug up m ats o f  corm s 
belonging to  Bridal C reeper (Myrsiphyllum  
asparagoides).

A s often happens on these occasions there w as an 
added bonus for the m orning. A  seedling o f  
W onga V ine (Pandorea  pandorana) w as found in 
a sm all depression inside the fence. This plant is 
rare in W arrandyte  S P w ith the num ber o f  
individuals being less than a dozen none o f  w hich 
occur at T im ber R eserve. This im m ediately begs 
the question  how  did it get there? W as the seed 
lying dorm ant in the soil o r did it b low  in? 
W hichever, the  effect o f  letting  in the light was 
tha t th is W arrandyte rarity  germ inated.

Inciden tally  the  W onga V ine seedling was 
d iscovered by long-tim e FOWSPian Jan T indale (o f  
W arrandyte D iary  fam e) w hose first ever article 
for our new sletter appears in th is issue. W ell 
done Jan, not only a good jo u rn a lis t but a good 
botanist as well!
Report by Pat Coupar

1 Drill & fill: Drilling holes at regular intervals around the 
trunk below all side shoots and filling immediately with 
herbicide from a spot gun.
2 C ut & pain t: Cutting trunks close to the ground and 
immediately painting with herbicide.



FROGLAND It w as four years ago that the area now  know  as ‘F rogland’ was created from a 
weed infested wasteland beside the entrance road to W SP depot at Pound Bend. 
This gently sloping site was a repository for all the storm w ater run o f f  from the 

road as well as the nutrient-rich run o f f  from the nursery. As a consequence the normally fairly dry slope 
was awash with the luxuriant growth o f  introduced grasses such as Yorkshire Fog and Sweet Vernal and the 
troublesome Drain Flat-sedge.

Park S taff  and their machinery excavated a hole which filled naturally with water; w eeds were smothered 
with carpet underlay and w ood shavings. Aquatic, semi-aquatic  and other rare species propagated at the 
nursery were installed and have flourished. A grant was obtained from M elbourne Parks & W aterways to 
build a board-walk to protect the delicate ground covers.

Over the four years o f  its existence Frogland has had a num ber o f  custodians, notably Helga Hagen in the 
early days, then Angie Stefanotis and more recently Jenny Hoskin. Ron Taylor did a magnificent jo b  
constructing the board-walk and like m yse lf  still has a special affinity for the place.

While looking through some old photos, Jan Tindale  cam e across one she had taken ju s t  after the 
construction o f  ‘F rog land’, at a recent Thursday afternoon activity at the site she repeated the photo - hard to 
believe that it’s the same place.

Report by Pat Coupar
Top: Frogland 1992 

Bottom: Frogland 1996



Sedge Secrets Revealed on a Misty Pound Bend Morning

It was a cold, foggy m orning on June 5th the day we gathered at Pound Bend picnic ground to learn all about 
grasses, sedges and rushes. O ur leaders, Pat and C athy, had set up on a table sam ples o f  the plants w e m ight 
expect to see on our w alk  along the river track  back to the Folly. T hey handed out inform ation leaflets.

Cathy (and the leaflet) told us w hat to look for - leaves could either have a ligule (in w hich case they w ere a 
grass) or not (som eth ing  else), they could be flat, channelled , irregular o r enrolled. F low ering stem s could 
be cylindrical, triangular, flattened or hollow  (w ith or w ithout pith). A ccord ing  to  the leaflet, the plants we 
were looking for today w ere all m onocotyledons (one seed leaf).

From w orking in the nursery  I knew  grasses as either Poa  (tussock) or Danthonia (w allaby). B ut my leaflet 
said there w ere 75 d ifferen t species o f  grasses from  44 genera grow ing in W arrandyte.

I thought I m ight go and look for koalas instead!

Sedges w ere next - only 22 o f  them  from 6 genera. This was getting  easier all the tim e. I already knew  
sedges as large tussocks w ith basal leaves from  a m ain root, but I 
was not prepared for the Isolepis. M ore about that soon.

On to the rushes - only  15 species from  one genus (Juncus). It had 
been nice o f  C athy to start high and w ork dow n. F inally  there w ere 
the m at-rushes and grass trees, only 5 species from  2 genera. I 
asked Cathy i f  the little grass tree grow ing in a pot w as related to 
the B lackboy and she said it w as, in fact, a B lackboy. It did not 
have the trunk or spike w hich m ost people associate w ith 
blackboys because a) it w as a d ifferen t species w hich does not 
develop the characteristic  trunk  and b) it w as too young to produce 
a flow ering spike.

It was still foggy as we w alked back along the river track over 
w ooden bridges tow ards the Folly. It paid us to  keep our eyes to  the ground. A part from  grasses (too m any 
to m ention here) we cam e upon Isolepis! I w as am azed to learn that w hat, as a little kid, I had regarded as a 
w eed with w hich to decorate  a bowl o f  tadpoles or m innow s taken from  D abym inga C reek near Tallarook 
w as an essential native plant. I now  know  it as a sedge and w ill treat it w ith the respect it deserves.

As we m oved on C athy and Pat w ere excited  to find a small patch o f  B lady G rasss (Imperata cylindrica), 
one o f  W arrandy te’s rarest grass species p ro liferating  am ongst the Saw -sedge (Gahnia radula), w hich was 
now  grow ing densely  fo llow ing  the 1991 bushfire.

It w as a m ost rew ard ing  w alk  am ong the grasses, sedges and rushes, but I m ust confess now  that I cheated. I 
saw  four koalas as well.
R eport by Jan  Tindale

E d ito rs  no te : T he leaflet (cheat sheet) to  w hich Jan refers is availab le  from  FO W S P  a long  w ith a leaflet on 
W arrandy te ’s eucalyp ts and soon  to  be re leased  w ill be ano ther one on W arrandy te ’s w attles. For m ore inform ation  ring 
Pat (9844  1650) o r C athy  (9844  1841) or call in at the m arket stall.



MELB. PARKS & WATERWAYS GRANTS PROGRAM 
CENTRAL YARRA REGION 

COMMUNITY NETWORK BUS TRIP 29 Jun 96
Upon the bus MPW staff Phil Lenthal and Jack Dinkgreve introduced themselves and told us their program 
funded land m anagem ent agencies (Councils, Committees o f M anagement, Vicroads, DCNREFLNPWS, 
MPW, Docklands etc) and com m unity groups in the development o f  parkland and waterways in Melbourne. 
O f $8,640,633.. in 95/96, 81 community groups obtained $240,106 for 93 projects. Agencies got the millions 
(8.3) for 133 projects. Phil Lenthal says money was well spent on community groups. For a couple o f reasons I 
reckon.

“The open space vision fo r  this region is to refine the existing open space network, developing and enhancing 
visitor facilities at Yarra Valley Parklands, Warrandyte State Park, Wattle Park, Ruffey Lake Park, improving 

facilities and environmental values along the Yarra River, extending major trail networks and managing areas 
o f botanical and zoological significance to ensure their long term viability. ”

We visited Peninsula Paddock at Yarra Flats with Riverland Conservation Society o f  Heidelberg (south off 
Manningham Rd. after crossing the river before getting into Heidelberg); Friends o f Yarra Valley Park  
Nursery at Y.V.M .P. W esterfolds, heard about Candlebark Project (Y.V.M .P. between W esterfolds and 
Pettys) from D oncaster/ Tem plestowe Conservation Society; to Tuscany Rise Reserve o ff Porter St. managed * 
by local residents and M anningham Council; Currawong Bush Park (Reynolds Rd.); and W arrandyte S.P. 
Coupe, Frogland and Nursery and Linda Bromilow described the works at Pigeon Bank Creek.

A great bunch o f people (50) in great locations with a shared vision, thanks to organisation o f  MPW program 
team. We saw many good things, a few including: broadacre plantings o f  Acacia spp at Yarra Flats; good 
organisation and high production at W esterfolds Nursery; valuable planning tools at Candlebark Project; good 
neighbourly involvement, results and a new “suregro” forest at Tuscany Rise; a very natural looking wetland 
rehabilitation at Currawong B.P. and everybody remarked on the carpet and participation rates at W.S.P.

Participants came from 21 community groups: Friends of, M anagem ent Committees, Landcare, Conservation 
Societies, etc, in addition to sites representatives and M .P.W. program and park staff. There w asn’t opportunity 
to talk with everybody o f course, but we made acquaintance and contacts and have a number o f issues to follow 
up and ideas to share back at W .S.P. It was interesting to note the variety o f  issues different people were there 
for and concentrating on within their group, membership & sponsorship issues, community education & 
participation, propagation & revegetation techniques, politics, employment and otherwise a good time.

Report by Ant Owen

BITS AND PIECES
1) Thank you to those folk who were formerly on our complimentary list for the newsletter and who are now 
paid-up-members. The extra funds have helped to offset the costs we now in cu r for printing.

2) Future directions group. Interested in a bit of brain-storming ? Ant is keen to have an ideas gathering 
session around the topic of our future and how we can become an even bigger and better organisation, with a 
greater emphasis on young people. Interested? Please phone Ant.

3) Mistletoe Mysteries. The Field Naturalists Club is conducting a weekend forum on all aspects of these 
intriguing plants. On Sat. 31 August papers will be presented at FNCV House, 1 Gardenia Street, Blackburn. 
A bus trip the next day will take you to forest and farmland in areas north-west of Melbourne as well as to the 
Brisbane Ranges.
We have at least four types of mistletoe in the Warrandyte area; Drooping, Box and Creeping occur on our 

eucalypts, while Grey is restricted to wattles. They are important plants, since the leaves, flowers and berries 
are food sources for various birds and caterpillars.
For further information call FNCV on 9877 9860.

4) Sick of rabbits? If your place is plagued with rabbits you might like to write to Howard Whelan, editor of 
AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHIC (PO box 321 Terrey Hills,NSW 2084) He is planning a report on the effect of 
rabbit Calicivirus and wants to hear from people currently battling rabbits.



A Very  Productive Partnership
Editors note: I  was reading through recent 
newsletters o f  the Friends o f  Warrandyte Stale 
Park and was immeasurably impressed at the 
efforts that are summarised in the articles 
repeated here. I  was impressed on several fronts. 
First the dedication and thoroughness o f  the 
rangers and friends is phenomenal. Secondly, I  
thought this was an excellent example o f  
economic efficiency and partnership between 
public and private. The State Government is 
meeting much o f  its legal and moral obligation to 
protect biodiversity in the park with little 
expenditure (knowing what you have and how 
much is an incredibly important part o f  
conservation). The value o f  the money, spent on a 
ranger has been multiplied many times through 
an active engagement with a community group. I f  
only every park was so blessed with such a 
productive partnership...

These com m ents w ere m ade by L incoln Kern, 
ed itor o f  Indgynotes - the m onth ly  new sletter o f  
IFFA (Indigenous F lora  & Fauna A ssociation). 
Such praise from  such a well respected 
organisation  should, w e thought, be passed on to

all FO W SP m em bers (and indeed to the 
D epartm ent). It is only w ith the continuing 
support and encouragem ent from  m em bers, that 
the kind o f  w ork  to  w hich L incoln  refers has been 
possible. K now ledge w ith in  the group is 
increasing all the  tim e. G eneral propagation 
m ornings every T hursday  and special project 
research m ornings on T uesdays are w ell attended 
and the in terest in the T hursday afternoon 
program  has been excellent.

L ikew ise, rangers involved in the rare plant 
assessm ent and m onitoring  program  have had 
support from  their R anger-in-C harge, firstly  Ian 
R oche and particu larly  in the last tw o years M att 
Le Duc w ho instigated the F lora M anagem ent 
Team.

Finally, as m entioned before in one o f  the articles, 
w e have been exceptionally  lucky to have had the 
advice and guidance o f  botanical experts 
including Cam  B eardsell, G raem e Lorim er and 
D avid C am eron.

The tw o artic les reprin ted  in Indgynotes w ere 
‘Spot O n ’ and ‘W arrandyte State Park Plant L is t’ 
from  the A pril and M ay new sletters respectively.

RCD U pdate
Rabbit Calicivirus Disease has been 

confirmed at sites from Ballarat in the 
south to Swan Hill in northern Victoria 
(see map). The patchy and unpredict­
able rate of spread of the virus means 
that traditional control techniques 
m ust be m aintained in the short term 
and long term. Vectors seem to be 
responsible for the spread of RCD.

‘Wentworth Numbers of 
i n s e c t s

fluctuate but are usually at their peak 
in Autumn and Spring. NRE staff have 
completed strategies to take effect if 
and when RCD is approved for legal 
release and would be interested to re­
ceive any reports of wildlife apparently 
affected by the decline in rabbits, im ­
pact of predators or other effects of the 
disease.
Further information: NRE Area RCD 
co-ordinators or the national RCD 
media officer, Kim Mitchell. Tel: (02) 
380 0666.
Source: RCD Situation report 2/5/96.

RCD is distributed in 
a broad band running 
north-south through 
central Victoria a t  
May 1996. New 

New sites at Colac, reports are being 
Lake C ulluleraine, received on a regular 
Ballan and Yambuk.
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Staff cuts affecting care o f the environment, PS union warns
By TIM w in k l e r  environment reporter___________

Staff cuts in the Department o f  Natural Resources 
and Environment may jeopardise bushfire control, 
union officials said yesterday.

An industrial officer with the State Public 
Services Federation, Mr Darren M artin, said jobs 
were being cut at the expense o f fire control, land 
protection and nature conservation management.

"Workers don't know when the cuts are going to 
stop. It’s got to impact on service delivery," he 
said.

Internal departmental documents had raised 
concern about the capacity to fight fires this 
summer, Mr Martin said. The department would 
still hire casual fire crew, leaving fewer 
permanent staff to supervise, he said.

Last summer, s taff from as far away as Portland 
were called to help fight a fire in the Little Desert 
in the Wimmera, M r M artin said. If several fires 
broke in one area, the departm ent would struggle 
to cope, even with the help o f  the Country Fire 
Authority, he said.

Mr Martin said the trend o f large staff cuts in 
the former departm ent o f  Conservation and 
Natural Resources was being continued in the 
new Natural Resources and Environment 
Department.
The Age revealed yesterday that staffing levels in 
the former departm ent had been cut from the 
equivalent o f 4567 full-time positions in October 
1992 to 2723 in June 1995.

Mr Martin said sources believed staff 
responsible for conservation in the new 
department would be cut to about 1600 positions 
by next June. Several offices in regional towns 
would also be closed, he said. Fewer staff meant 
poorer m anagement o f  natural

resources, M r Martin said. The catchment 
management and sustainable agriculture area o f 
the new department had successfully dealt with 
land management through the LandCare program, 
but was being cut from 139 positions to 107, he 
said. The cuts translated into inferior land 
management, he said. Workers could not see an 
end to the cuts and had to cope with increased 
workloads, Mr M artin said.

He said a staff survey conducted by the union 
last year received more than 500 responses, o f  
which more than 80 per cent said morale was low 
and more than 90 per cent said their workload 
was higher.

The department's ability to be the country's best 
land and natural resource manager was rated low 

by 80 per cent o f  respondents and 96 per cent 
said staffing had fallen to critical levels.

Mr M artin said the survey showed that workers 
thought the department lacked vision. 
Conservation groups have also criticised the 
department for its lack o f strategy in national 
parks management and its shortage o f  staff to 
manage the environment.

A Government spokeswoman said savings from 
staff cuts in the former department had been 
directed to extra services and funding for groups 
working with land issues. In the new department, 
services for operational work had not been 
reduced, she said.

"... we intend to maintain our, commitment o f 
service to rural V ictoria in national parks, land 
care and agricultural forestry," she said.

Talks with the union on staffing issues would 
continue, she said.

Source: The Age Tuesday July 9th

CRITICAL CUTS !
The union conducted a survey o f employees in the former department o f Conservation and Natural Resources. More 
than 500 staff responded:
• 80% said morale was low or very low
• 90% said their workload was higher or much higher than previously.
• 80% rated the departments ability to be Australia s best land and natural resources manager as low or very low
• 96% said staff numbers had fallen below critical m a s s . ________________________________________

Grants Success
Last week we received some fantastic news. A letter from Hon. M arie Tehan, MP to the committee 

informing us that we had been successful in all three o f our grant applications for funding under the 
Melbourne Parks & W aterways Program. The three projects for which FOW SP requested funding were 
Frogland - Stage 2 ($4,380.00), Nursery Renovation - Stage 5 ($1,100), and Fencing Significant Vegetation 
($4,500.00). A total o f  ju s t under ten thousand dollars.

If you would like more information on the projects themselves ju st ring the following contact people: 
Frogland  Ron Taylor 9844 4285, Nursery Renovation  Don Cameron 9844 2389, Significant vegetation Pat 
Coupar 9844 1650.



Dates for your Diary

JULY 
Wed 17th

Thurs 18th

2659

Thurs 25th

Koornong sub-group 
Contact: Cathy  Willis 9844 1841

Koala Walk (see thurs. prog, for 
details)
Contact: Ranger Brian Phefley 9844

Visit to the Traill’s (see thurs. prog, 
for details)
Contact: A l Traill 9722 1518

Thurs 8th Flora Management System (see thurs.
prog, for details)
Contact: Ranger David Van Bockel
9844 2659

Thurs 15th Wattle Identification Walk (see thurs. 
prog, for details)
Contact: Cathy Willis 9844 1841

Thurs 22nd Yarra Valley Nursery (see thurs. prog, 
for details)
Contact: Elizabeth Sevior 9852 1737

AUGUST 

Thurs 1st

Sat 3rd 

Sun 4th

Spadoni’s Reserve (see thurs. prog, 
for details)
Contact: Pat Coupar 9844 1650

Warrandyte Market 
Contact: Betty Oke 9844 3763

P le n ty  G o rg e  T r ip  (see ad. this 
new sletter)
Contact: Cecilia Le Duc 9722 1926

Thurs 29th Discover The Common (see thurs. 
prog, for details)
Contact: Joan MacMahon 9844 
3213

Note: There will be no Sunday family activity this 
month due to the Plenty Gorge trip.

SEPTEMBER

Sat 7th Warrandyte Market 
Contact: Betty Oke 9844 3763

Wed 7th Koornong sub-group
Contact: Cathy Willis 9844 1841

Any sub-group or individual who would like to advertise an environmental activity in this newsletter please ring 
Pat Coupar on 9844 1650

General Meeting - Sunday June 30th
As advertised, a general meeting was held in the Folly on June 30th. The main business of the meeting was to discuss 
amendments to the FOWSP constitution and to bring members up to date with Park Staffing levels.

Although not the best of days weather-wise, 15 members attended, the majority of whom were quite vocal. The 
constitution was discussed and amendments were made to allow the committee to operate as a collective the way we 
have been doing since we were formed. Voting rights of members were discussed in particular where families were 
concerned.

It was agreed that any family member over the age of 16 living at the same address would have voting rights The 
general feeling of members at the meeting was that, as a consequence, subscriptions will change when due next year to 
$15 single and $20 for family membership.

Mike Coupar outlined the latest information from the Department on Staffing levels. All members present felt that more 
needs to be done to pressure for more staff at Warrandyte, possibly in conjunction with other groups in the region.

All present felt that the meeting was most constructive and that several possible issues were raised. If you would like 
more details, a copy of the minutes from the meeting are pinned up on the notice board in the Folly. Thanks goes to 
those members that attended.
Report by Ron Taylor
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