
FRIENDS OF WARRANDYTE  
STATE PARK

NEW SLETTER
As the year is so quickly drawing to an end, we can look back and 
realise there have been many changes in the image and the level 
of activity of the FOWSPIANS. We have had quite a substantial 
increase in our membership and the degree of involvement of our 
members.
One of the important changes has been the regular activities that 
the ’Thursday Mob'. It has become so popular we will continue to 
meet through the summer months. As well as our usual work we hope 
to be involved in Koala survey when children are most welcome (as 
long as with parents). They are of course welcome to help and enjoy 
themselves at any of our gatherings.
A January meeting is being organised to inspect another new area 
that is being added to our State Park.
We were pleased to see that a number of FOWSPIANS attended a working 
bee at Professor's Hill where we enjoyed a most informative talk 
by David Cameron, who has agreed to give a special demonstration 
lecture to us on the native grasses of the State Park.
We note with pleasure the return of Chris Worrall to the Park Rangers 
group. He has been on leave the past couple of months. He has shown 
a great interest in our propagation group and I am sure we can learn 
a lot from him.
I am sure that all FOWSPIANS will join me in extending our grateful 
thanks to the Warrandyte Market Committee fox their generous donation 
towards various items of equipment needed In our activities.
It is probably a little early to wish you all a Merry Christmas, but 
not too early to remind members that the annual Subscription for 1989 
is now being gratefully accepted! .... after all,such a modest sum 
($10.00 per household) gives you so much in return.

IAN BURKE 
STOP PRESS!

A Very Special Meeting has been added to this years cal endar 
David Cameron,'Local Botanist' Extraordinaire' has generously 
agreed to give us a Grasslands Identification Workshop (weather 
permitting) at Andersons Creek Streamside Reserve,



David Cameron posing with a 'never before identified' species of 
Helichrysum which we all witnessed being discovered! All we could 
wish for (?) on a magnificent Wildflower Walk. Photographs courtesy
En-En Clarke.

We must have had the best ever turn out for our October B.B.Q. 
meeting. About 40 Adults & 15 children arrived at Black Flat and 
what a beautiful day it was too.

OCTOBER 
MEETING REPORT

Disappointment was minimal because of the above conditions but it 
was a shame that the Wurrundjeri Tribe couldn't make it, however 
a great many Friends arrived and partook of the delightful locat 
weather and company. The kids were delighted with being able to 
cook their own damper over the fire, some even came back four or 
five times for more!!! Not to mention the adults!!!
After lunch some of the more energetic decided to walk the nature 
trail while others walked all the way to Jumping Creek Reserve an 
back again.
Thankyou to Ian Bruce for organising the B.B.Q.'s for us. It 
seems the tremendous attendance of the meeting shows that to 
'attract large numbers the activity should be as interesting a 
'possible and activities should be as diverse as possible too.

On the 16th. of this month some members of the Friends 
were fortunate to watch the release of about 20 koalas near the Yarra 
and to learn some of the habits of this now threatened species. More 
news of this and our koala counts in our following newsletter.

THE WORLDS FIRST CLAYTONS CORROBOREE !!!
(the Corroboree you have when your not having a Corroboree)



Come along and spend a relaxing final meeting with 
FOWSPians for 1988. We will be gathering at idyllic 
"Stane Brae by the River", where there is lots of space 
for rugs, folding chairs, and a safe river beach for 
youngsters and the not-so-young.

Weather permitting, the Rangers will have our B.B.Q's 
going so bring along whatever you wish to cook. If its 
a Total Fire Ban day, only bring cold meats, etc. We 
would like every family to bring a salad and/or sweet to 
share for lunch, and/or some cake for afternoon tea.

As its a B.Y.O. day, please bring your own:

Billy tea and coffee will be provided.

The day starts at 12 noon and will go as long as you like 
to stay. Easy to follow plan elsewhere in the Newsletter 
Don’t forget the aeroguard and sunscreen lotion.

ENQUIRIES Marg Fishley 844 3476.

Warrandyte / Ringwood Road

Melway Map 35 - J 1
Go along Jumping Creek Road approx. 3.3 km. to Stane 
Brae Court (2) . (This is a new road and may not be 
shown on older Street Directories.)

Melway Map 24 - E 1 0
Turn left into Court, through to country-style gate, 
and continue along and down rough winding road 
another few kilometers.

Last sign of civilisation (Roche's house), follow 
tracks and signs through grass paddock to river's 
bank (5) , scramble down bank, then this is the 
spot for a FOWSPian Christmas Break-up B.B.Q.

plates, knives, forks and spoons 
glasses and cool drinks 
rugs and folding chairs 
salad/sweet/cake to share



"DOING A BRADLEY" HITS THE AIRWAVES!

Radio National recently included a feature on this method of 
bush regeneration in their "Practicalities" Program (Broadcast on Saturdays at 
at 9 and repeated the following Tuesday at 3)

Who knows how many hundreds (?Thousands?) of listeners were inspired 
to do some weeding next time they're in the bush.

Sat. 220ct. and Tues. 25th.

Did any member happen to tape this Broadcast? Let us-:Know if you 
heard it.

Eileen and Joan Bradley.
COURTESY OF JO H N  FAIRFAX AND SONS LTD .

I How about this book as a great Christmas Gift. "Australiana Aspect"
I in Yarra St Warrandyte promises to stock this and several other recommended 

books. They are most helpful and don't charge"Tourist Price".

FOWSPIAN Committee..
GAIL ROCHE 722 1926 
VAL POLLEY 8443086 
DOUG SEYMOUR 844 2740

IAN BURKE 
MARGARET BURKE 
MARGARET FISHLEY 
DENISE FRICKER 
OLIVE WALTERS

844 1060

8443476
8443702
846 4729 GLEN JAMESON 8442395

B R I N G I N G  B A C K

THE BUSH
• T h e  Bradley m ethod  o f  bush  regeneration  •

J O A N  B R A D L E Y



This interview was conducted on the run 
whilst Kim led an intrepid band of helpers (FOWSPIANS 
on a seed collecting foray for Park propagation.

Born and bred in the beach suburbs of Melbourne,
Kim, a young 28y.o. is a LAND PROTECTION OFFICER 
(the only one of this type in Victoria at this stage) 
and is currently on secondment acting as PEST, PLANT 
AND ANIMAL PLANNING OFFICER for the Melbourne region.

Based at Melbourne Head-quarters of the Department 
of Conservation, Forest and Lands, Kim is actively 
assisting at the Warrandyte State lark and supplying 
information to landholders close and adjacent to the 
Park in relation to land protection issues.

The work basically involves plant and animal 
control by chemical and non-chemical means.

Kim is also helping the Thursday Group of FOWSPIANS 
guiding and leading such activities as
* seed collection and naming
* seed planting and propagation in trays
* "potting on" seedlings already grown
* preparation and mixing of- appropriate growth mediums
* location of all the above in sheltered areas or 

greenhouse etc.
As a child and teenager, Kim spent weekends and 

holidays on a farm in South Gippsland (Strezlecki country) 
involved in a wide range of activities - shearing animal 
husbandry (is the word sexist?) vermin and weed control, 
fencing, painting and trail-bike riding.

Amongst her work activities as an adult, Kim, who 
qualified at Melbourne State College (B.Ed in Environmental 
Science) worked as a Training Officer on Urban 
Revegetation on the Merri Creek (3 years) then returned 

teaching Environmental Science at Secondary School 
level.

She was also involved with neighbours of the 
"ORGAN PIPES" in an effort to control thistles in the area
Vital Statistics; 

Ambitions’ 1. To rule the world
2. To make people control their 

plants and animals.
3. To be re-incarnated as a wedge-tail 

eagle or dolphin
Bushwalking, abseiling, shooting rabbits 
gliding, feeding birds etc 
"Huntsmen" hiding in. toilet rolls
1. "Oh Yeah"
2. "I’ll pretend I didn't see you 

do that.
occasionally sets fire to dried 
out leaves wrapped in paper cylinders 
then puts them in her mouth(but 
not on days of total fire ban')
Bourbon
One-eyed Collingwood supporter 
(aren't they all?)

* Comment by fellow worker on last two points mentioned 
"Obviously got no taste at all!"

Interests

Pet Aversion 
Favourite Sayings;

Bad Habits

Favourite Beverage: 
. V.F.L.Team?



LETTER FROM 
THE COUNTRY

Dear Clive,

C ongratu la tions on  D igger’s Club 10 th  
B irthday, and thanks for the  C arden  A nnual; 
the  beau tifu l p ic tu res  in it never fail to  renew  
m y enthusiasm  for th e  casual, easy-care 
garden w hich i t  is m y  am b itio n  to  achieve.

I do agree w ith  y o u r w o rd s  on  page 3 o f 
you r rccen t G arden A nnual:
“The nostalgia fo r  p lan ts  Austra lian , w hilst 
it rekind led  in terest in our ow n  flora, 
brought in to  suburban gardens m any  p lan ts  
tha t were best le ft  in the  b u sh .”

I have to  te ll y o u  th a t  even c o u n try  
gardens now , w h ich  ten  years ago “seem ed  
largely u n a ffe c ted  by  these tren d s" , have 
taken  u p  th e  fash ion  o f  grow ing “ native” 
flowers. These so-called natives are m ostly  
cultivated specim ens o f  W estern A ustralian 
species, and ju s t  as u n su ited  to  E astern S ta tes’ 
gardens as any  o th e r  im ports  from  foreign 
countries.

One o f  m y  dream s is to  have w ha t I 
believe to  be an  ideal native  garden: a  large 
tra c t o f  unspo iled  bush  w hich  cou ld  be 
treasured  and  te n d e d , im proved  w i th  w inding 
pa th s and  steps and  carefu lly  con stru c ted  
w aterw ays and poo ls, w ith  perhaps the  add ition  
in  selected  places o f  som e h a rd y  in troduced  
natives from  elsew here th a t  w ou ld  n o t com pete  
w ith  th e  indigenous p lan ts  to  th e ir  ex tin c tio n . 
William R ick e tts  has done th is in his 
D andenong scu lp tu re  garden — if  it is still as it 
was m any  years ago w hen first I visited h im .

Y esterday  I visited a cousin  w ho  has 
acquired  38  acres o f  unspo iled  bush land  near 
Inglew ood. Well, i t  was unspo iled . Having 
tw o horses, and h op ing  to  acquire  som e ca ttle , 
th ey  had  already co n stru c ted  s tu rd y  fences 
and a s tockyard , using the  tim b er cu t dow n on 
the p ro p e rty . T he hooves o f  th e  horses w ere 
a lready churn ing  th e  soil in to  dust o r m ud .
The delicate  native grasses w ere fast being 
replaced by  sowings o f  rye  grass and clover, 
fertilised by  superp h o sp h a te , and round  the  
fu tu re  house  area th e re  w ere experim ental 
crops o f  corn  and oats, as well as vegetables 
fo r the  tab le .

O f course one has to  live — although  th ey  
k n o w  full well th ey  can ’t  m ake a living from  
the few  cattle  th e y  can rear on  less th a n  fo rty  
acres. B ut th ey  are going to  m ake a big 
d ifference to  th a t  area in th e  a ttem p t!

I rem arked  on  th e  beau tifu l s tan d  o f  
“ W ait-a-w hile”  w a ttle  (Acacia co lle tio ides)

th a t graced the  steep  h ill — a lm ost a m o u n ta in
— th a t com prised  th e  back  o f  th e  38  acres. 
“T here  was m ore o f  i t  b e fo re  we cleared all 
th a t”  said H eather, p ro u d ly  p o in tin g  to  the  
heaps o f  d ried scrub aw aiting burning .

“ B ut you  w o n ’t  be  clearing i t  o f f  righ t 
up the  h ill?”  I asked.

“ O h yes we will, th e  c a ttle  c an ’t  e a t t h a t "
We w alked up  the  h ill, along th e  tra ck  m ade 

by the  tra c to r, and adm ired  th e  sundew s, w ith  
their m ilk-w hite flow ers as b ig  as fif ty  c en t 
coins facing u p  from  ground  level, and the  little  
b lue la d y ’s-finger orch ids, cheerfu l p a tch es  o f  
them  grow ing in  th e  hard  soil.

“ Superphosphate  will kill all th e  little  
native flow ers”  I w arned th em .

“T hen I ’ll bring  i t  in in  tru ck lo ad s”  said 
H eather, p a rtly  to  shock  m e, I suppose.

T hey  po in ted  o u t a fam ily o f  fire-tailed 
finches on  the  dead  b ranch  o f  a tree . “ D o n ’t 
fo rg e t”  I said “ th a t every tim e y o u  cu t dow n 
a tree  yo u  d estroy  a h a b ita t.”

“Well, we have to  get rid  o f  th e  tim b er 
round  th e  house in  case o f  bush fires”  said 
H eather reasonab ly .

H ow sad it is th a t  those w ho  love th e  bush  
so m uch  th a t  th e y  choose to  live th e re , m ust 
destroy  it b y  th e  very  fac t o f  th e ir  presence 
unless, like W illiam R ick e tts , th e y  can creep  in 
w ith  reverence fo r w ha t n a tu re  had  created , 
build  the  m in im um  o f  residence, and  be 
c o n ten t ju s t to  en joy , and  perhaps enhance, 
th a t w hich  is a lready  so b eau tifu l.

M y o th e r big d ream  is to  acqu ire  a p a tc h  o f  
scrub  som ew here th a t has a lready  b een  spoiled  , 
by  som eone like H eathe r (w ith  th e  best o f  
in ten tio n s!) and he lp  it to  resto re  itse lf. F o r  the 
bush  does com e b ack , given tim e , and  p reserv­
a tio n  from  the  te e th  and  hooves o f  anim als 
like c a ttle  and  rabb its . N ever q u ite  th e  sam e, 
o f  cou rse , b u t perhaps in  som e w ays even b e tte r.

I t w ou ld  be necessary  to  reduce  the  
co m p e titio n  from  the  in tro d u ce d  vigorous 
grasses, rye and  c ouch  and  clover, an d , as th is 
cou ld  n o t be done  overn igh t, it w ould  be 
perm issible to  plough up  th e  pastu re  land , or 
p a rt o f  i t ,  and  use it tem p o ra rily  fo r a n o n ­
native garden o f  an uninvasive k ind . So one 
cou ld  have th e  best o f  b o th  w orlds!

R oses and  m arguerites  and  lavender and 
o th e r  herbs , and  even bu lbs a ro u n d  the  ho u se , 
will never ge t aw ay, and , u n a tte n d e d , over-run 
the  su rround ing  b u sh lan d  so th a t  re a ffo res ta tio n  
is im possible. Som e o f  the  m ost charm ing 
p laces in th e  c o u n try  are w here o ld  hom esteads 
have been  deserted , leaving th e ir  gardens to  fend  
fo r them selves, so th a t  we find  p rec ious old 
roses, self-sown p lum s, m ulberries  and  quince 
trees surviving in  u n e x p ec ted  places. T hey  do 
n o t  d estroy  th e  bu sh , b u t enhance it ,  con juring  
up m em ories and  visions o f  old gardens long  ago

A ro u n d  ou r garden o f  non-native  p lan ts , and 
am ongst th em , we cou ld  in tro d u ce  the 
indigenous p lan ts  again. M ost o f  th em  can be 
o b ta in e d  from  S ta te  nurseries  set up  f o r  
re a ffo res ta tio n  pu rposes; o r we cou ld  gather 
seeds and  grow  o u r ow n p lan ts .

O n H ea th e r’s land , n o t on ly  th e  Wait-a- 
w hile w a ttle  w ou ld  grow , b u t also th e  Nealie 
w a ttle , A cacia  rigens, sim ilar b u t sm aller, 
and th e  G old-dust w a ttle , A . acinacea , a 
small shrub  o f  the  gold fields. T he  Spreading 
w a ttle , A . gen istifo lia , has g raceful, b ro o m ­
like , fronds to  fill the  spaces below  the 
eu ca lyp ts , b righ ten ing  th e  w in ter m o n th s  
w ith  its  pale  flow ers. T he G olden  w a ttle ,
A . p y cn a n th a , grow s and  seeds free ly  a round  
Inglew ood, so It w o u ld  ha rd ly  need  
re in tro d u c tio n . O ther w attles  cou ld  be 
in tro d u ced , b u t it w ould  be best to  
co n ce n tra te  on  those  native  to  th e  area, and  
to  grow  th em  in  g roups o r clum ps an d  to  
encourage them  to  sp read  n a tu ra lly .

F irst th e  w attles: th e n , b eh ind  th em , the 
euca lyp ts  o f  th e  d is tric t an d , finally , th e  little  
g ro u n d  dw ellers, th e  o rch ids and  h ea th s, 
w hich will creep  back  prov ided  th a t 
cu ltiva tion  is n o t to o  stringen t and  th a t 
fertilisers are n o t  used.

I am  h a p p y  to  say th a t th e  farm ers a round  
S t A rn au d , and fu r th e r  afie ld , have seen  th e  
w riting  on  th e  w all, o r, to  be m ore  precise, 
have seen  th e  salting  o f  the  p astu res , due to  
rem oval o f  the  fo rests.

O n a re cen t flight from  Berri in  S o u th  
A ustra lia , to  S t A rn au d , I w as in te re s ted  to  
see th a t ,  w hereas th e  M allee lands cleared  in 
tim es gone p ast w ere le ft w ith o u t trees a t all, 
tine lands m ore  recen tly  c leared  have le ft 
w ide bands o f  trees along th e  fences and  
a round  th e  boun d aries  o f  th e  p roperties .

These so-called “c o rrid o rs” o f  v egetation  
are very im p o r ta n t to  th e  b ird s , especially  
th e  sm aller b irds w ho  do  n o t m ake long  
flights and  are nervous o f  p re d a to rs  i f  th e y  
have to  fly  in the  open . A long the  corridors 
o f  n a tu ra l scrub lands th e y  can  m ove to  
b e tte r  feeding  and  w a tering  p laces, as well 
as find ing  shelter and  nesting  sites.

All a ro u n d  the  co u n try sid e  th e re  are little  
groups o f  farm ers co operating  to  p lan t areas o f  
trees, som etim es along th e  th ree-chain  roads 
and  s to ck  ro u te s , som etim es fencing areas o f  
C row n land , and  som etim es don a tin g  areas o f  
th e ir  ow n pastu res, to  be  fenced  o ff  and 
p lan ted  w ith  trees.

Som e do it because o f  th e  inev itab ility  o f 
p astu re  d e te rio ra tio n  i f  th ey  do  n o t,  b u t som e 
do i t  because i t  is th eir jo y  to  see th e  trees 
com e back .

“ I ju s t w an t to  live in a place th a t is green 
and  p re tty ,  w ith  lo ts  o f  b ird s”  said th e  
secretary  o f  one o f  these  g roups to  m e 
“ in s tead  o f  a bare  b row n  la n d .”

The farm ers o f  th e  past are n o t be be 
b lam ed  fo r th e  bareness and brow nness o f  the  
treeless lands to  th e  n o r th .  In  the ir day it 
was considered  good  farm ing  to  leave n o  tree  
u n cu t, and  in  m an y  cases i t  was en jo ined  
upo n  th em  by  th e  G overnm en t as a co n d itio n  
o f  keep ing  the  land .

I t  will be in te res tin g  to  see i f  th e  farm ers o f  
th is  generation  can reverse th e  e ffec ts  o f  the  
over-cultivation  o f  th e  p ast. B u t I am  afraid , 
Clive, th a t  n e ith e r y o u  n o r I will live to  see i t  
com ple te ly  tu rn e d  ro u n d  — i t  is b o u n d  to  be 
a long  an d  fru sta tin g  process.

S till, w ith  an  im m in en t “ G reenhouse 
e ffe c t” , w ho  know s? T he  ra in  we are enjoy ing  
to d ay  (2 n d  S ep tem b er) shou ld  bring  along th e  
new ly p la n ted  trees. A nd  i t  accoun ts  fo r the  
extra-long le tte r  I have w ritten  to  y o u  — it  is 
no  w ea th e r to  be o u t w ork ing  in  th e  garden!

R egards,

E unice  Laid ler
S t A rn au d , S ep tem b e r 1988



FRIENDS OF WARRANDYTE STATE PARK
PROPOSED ANNUAL PROGRAMME * 1989

FAMILY SUNDAY MEETINGS.

29' .JAN-- Inspection of new Wetland/Creek area which is to be added to' —
the Park. B.B.Q. or Picnic Evening.

26 FEB--Canoe trip-Wittons Reserve to Blackflat Doug S.
BYO BBQ tea - Alternate B/f nature trail maint.

MAR-- W/dyte festival . --- Glenn/Gail

30 APRIL--History walk - Guest guide -Ted Rotherham? Margaret F.
Private land Blackflat.? B.B.Q .

28 M AY--  Mt Lofty -General inspection /seed collection lan R/Marg B

25 JUNE--  Broome pull -4th hill-off Whipstick Gully Glenn J.

JUNE--  World Environment day Iain B. Tree Planting
. Pound Bend Orchard

30 JULY--Propagating Val P. Park Depot

26 AUGUST—  Visit. Morwell Nat Park - Gail R.

30 SEPT--  Wildflower walk Arthur W. Olive Jumping Creek.

28 OCT--  Koala survey Ian R. Pound Bend.

25 NOV-- Break up BBQ /Spotlight walk Yarra Brae

Programme set by --  Margaret F
Margaret B 
lan B 
Olive 
Gail R 
Ian R

THURSDAY GROUP WEEKLY ACTIVITIES.
Weekday groups --  Propagating

Tree planting 
Koala survey 
Seed collection




