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THE NEW C O M M I T T E E
The first me eting of the new committee was held on 

26th. S e p t e m b e r  at Poun d Bend. At that meeting committee 
m e m b e r s  we re n o m i n a t e d  to the following p o s i t i o n s ; —
c o n t a c t /l i a s o n  PE RSON S
M i k e  C o u p a r  —  9903 9567 
Ron Ta y l o r  —  9844 4285
C e c i l i a  Ie Duc —  9725 3959
S E C R E T A R Y
Kim Do w c r a  —  9876 3807 (assisted by Cathy Willis)
T R E A S U R E R  and M E M B E R S H I P  
Joy H i l d e b r a n d  —  9844 2638
NEWS L E T T E R
Joan M c M a h o n  and Pat Co u p a r  —  9844 3213 and 9844 1650
P U B L I C  O F F I C E R  
L ou is  Joy

The N U R S E R Y  and P R O P A G A T I O N  will still be run by 
Pat Cou p a r  and Cathy Wi l l i s  as before.
S O C I A L  E V E N T S  will be looked after by Cecilia Ie Duc 
a long wit h  an yone who wo uld  like to give her a hand.
O ther m i n o r  c o m m i t t e e  pos i t i o n s  will be allocated at the 
next c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  to be held on 24th. October.
The new c o m m i t t e e  will make itself available to all 
m e m b e r s  of the Fr ie n d s  Group for any discussion, ideas, etc. 
R e m e m b e r  that your c o m m i t t e e  is there to serve you, 
the me mbers.

The invitations to the party for Margaret & Ian Burke have been sen t. It is to 
be held on Sat 11th Nov. If you have not received an invitation and would 

like to attend, please contact Margaret Dimech on 9844 3812.

W O R K I N G  BEE
The a n n u a l  w o r k i n g  bee at Prof e s s o r s  Hill be held on

S UN DA Y 8th OC TOBER  
Th ose  who would like to help should meet at the Research 
Road gate at 10AM. Coff ee  and tea will be provided. 
C o n t a c t  Joy H i l d e b r a n d  on 9844 2638 for more information.



NEWS FROM  THE NEW CO M M I T T E E

First of all a p o l o g i e s  must be made for the qu al ity of this hastily- 
put together ne ws le t t e r .  Rest as su r e d  it is not the shape of things 
to come. The n e w  co m m i t t e e  felt that its first and most important 
duty was to u p d a t e  all m e m b e r s  on re cent de v e l o p m e n t s  and to assure 
them that d e s p i t e  some change s FOWSP will continue to be a strong 
and ac tive c o n s e r v a t i o n  group. Recen t good a ttend an ces on Thursdays, 
Alan W e b s t e r s  slide ni ght and the an nu al general m e e t i n g  have already 
prooved this to be the case.

F o llow in g M a r g a r e t  B u r k e ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n  as co-or dinat or, an annual 
general m e e t i n g  was he ld on Su nday Sep t e m b e r  24th. At the me et i n g  
Louise Joy was n o m i n a t e d  and a c c e p t e d  the po sit i o n  of public officer 
for the group. A ne w  com m i t t e e  was then el ect ed unopposed. Six 
me mb er s from the p r e v i o u s  c o m mi ttee were re-elected, these are:
Joy H i l d e b r a n d ,  C a t h y  Willis, Pat Coupar, Ron Taylor, Cecilia Le Duc 
and Kym Docwra. The three ne w  m e m b e r s  are Mike Coupar, Flora An derson 
and Joan Ma c M a h o n .

The new c o m m i t t e e  held  its first m e e t i n g  on T u e s d a y  Septem ber 26th.
A su mma ry of the m e e t i n g  is i n c l u d e d  in this n e w s l e t t e r  and the 
mi nutes  wil l  be p i n n e d  up on the n o t i c e  board in the Folly.

The u n a n i m o u s  f e e l i n g  at that first m e e t i n g  was that, rather than 
ac ting as i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  separ at e d e f i n e d  roles, the committee 
will w o r k  t o g e t h e r  to f or m a c o - o p e r a t i v e  commit te e of management.
Ha v i n g  said that it was agreed that c e r t a i n  duties  such as treasurer 
and s e c r e t a r y  w o u l d  be u n d e r t a k e n  by one or two people. The role of 
c o- or d i n a t o r ,  as such, has been aba nd on ed. In stead  three committee 
me mb e r s  will  be a v a i l a b l e  as con tact people for the group. They are:
Mike Cou p a r  9903 9567 
Ron Tay l o r  9844 4285 
Ce ci li a Le Duc 9725 3951
Any b u s i n e s s  a r i s i n g  wil l  be d i s c u s s e d  by the c o mm it tee of management 
who in t e n d  to ho l d  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s  at least once a month.

We are e n t e r i n g  a ne w  and e x c i t i n g  era for FOWSP. Many of the committee 
have a l r e a d y  b een w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  wi t h  the Ra n g e r  in Charge Matt Le 
Duc and his staff, e i t h e r  as s u b - g r o u p  lea ders or in flora management. 
The c o m m i t t e e  as a w h o l e  w o u l d  like to offer Matt and his staff their 
o ngo ing and total s u p p o r t  for the fut u r e  and thank them for their 
pat ience  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  over the last couple of months.



THANK YOU

A very big thanks is ex tended to those members of the previous commit tee 
who have, for what ev er reason, decided to resign. A special thanks 
goes to the e x - c o - o r d i n a t o r  Margaret Burke. She held the p o s i t i o n  for 
over eight years and worked tireless ly for the FOWSP cause. M a r g a r e t  
o r g a n i s e d  the very s u c c e s s f u l  m o n t h l y  Sunday programme and a d d i t ional 
ex c u r s i o n s  and slide talks. For m an y years she ran the FOWSP market 
stall and was always present at the "Friends" festival display.

T o g e t h e r  w ith her hus band Ian, M a r ga re t produced a most i nf or mative  
and po pu l a r  m o n t h l y  newsletter. Ian headed the b u i l d i n g  comm it tee wh ich 
over the ye ars ac hieved m an y fantas tic impro vem ents to the n u r s e r y  
and c o n s t r u c t e d  the now invaluable "Folly" building. Alec Manson, 
an o t h e r  resign ation,  also worked on these buildin g projects a lo ng  with 
other F OW SP  members. Thanks also go to Alec for his time as treasurer.

S h i r l e y  M a n d e m a k e r  is another person  whose talents will be sadly missed. 
S h i r l e y  looked after our precious li br ar y collection, p a i n s t a k i n g l y  
c a t a l o g u i n g  all the books.
A n o t h e r  l o n g - t e r m  c o m m i t t e e ,member who has resigned is Gay Harris, she 
had the unenviable task of secretary w h i c h  in recent times she shared 
w i t h  M a r g a r e t  Dim e c h  who took on the role of m e m b e r s h i p  secretary.
A big thank you goes out to Gay and Margaret.

F i n a l l y  after m a n y  years of t hre at ening resignation, Judy T h o m s o n  
has done so. Judy took over the job of treasurer after her h u s b a n d  
K e i t h  died and has looked after FOWSP funds in a most p r o f e s s i o n a l  
manner. Judy has also become a kind of Guru to w h o m  we turn for 
advice. T hank you Judy for keepi ng us on the straight and narrow.

SU GG E S T I O N  BOX

To give all m e m b e r s  an op p o r t u n i t y  to voice their opinions to the 
committee , it has been decided  to have a sug ges ti on box. This will 
be lo cated  in the Folly at Pound Bend depot.

L e t t e r s  to the editor will be welc o m e  but please keep them short 
(less than 100 words) as space ma y be limited. If there are a lot of 
letters they m a y  not all be pu b l i s h e d  immediately.

The c o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  also value s u g g e s t i o n s  for acti vities  and outings  
for the f o l l o w i n g  year.



THE POWER OF OWLS

Between forty and f ifty m e m b e r s  were p r i v i l e g e d  w i t n e s s e s  to the 
privat e life of the P o w er ful Owl in a specia l slide p r e s e n t a t i o n  
given by Alan We bs ter. A l a n  has be en the Flora and Fauna G u aran te e 
Of ficer  for our re g i o n  for the last six years. He has the awesome 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of e n s u r i n g  that t h r e a t e n e d  and e n d a n g e r e d  species 
such as the Stri p e d  L e g l e s s  Lizard, Swift Parrot and E l t h am Copper 
B u t t e r f l y  do not s u c c u m b  to extinc tion. The P o w e r f u l  Owl is one of 
these sp ecies and is c l a s s i f i e d  as 'endangered' in V i c to ri a and 
'possibly end angered' N a t i o nal ly .

In one of those once in a li fet ime c o i n c i d e n c e s  a pair  of Powe rful 
Owls and their f l e d g l i n g s  were r o o s t i n g  a short w a l k  away from the 
Folly. As the light was fadin g the ra ngers took the group to see 
the owls by the river. A l a n  lo ca t e d  the birds al most i m m e d i a t e l y  
up in lofty M a n n a  Gu m  trees. W h e n  the spot l i g h t s  wer e  aimed and 
b i n o c u l a r s  focused, there were the m a j e s t i c  birds w i t h  wide y e l l o w  
eyes s t a r i n g  back in a s t o n i s h m e n t .  One of the f l e d g l i n g s  was seeking 
r e a s s u r a n c e  from its pa r e n t  by e m i t t i n g  a h i g h - p i t c h e d  trill w hi ch 
so und ed like, to the u n i n i t i a t e d ,  a 'katydid' grass hopper. We 
r es p e c t e d  the p r i v a c y  of the fa m i l y  by r e t u r n i n g  to the Folly for 
a b a r beque  tea.

By the time A l a n  s t a r t e d  his slide talk the kids w e r e  in a state of 
e xc it e m e n t  e x p e c t i n g  to see close ups of the owls that they had not 
been able to spot d ow n by the river. They were not disappointed . 
Al an's slides were superb. One of m a n y  that i m p r e s s e d  me was a close 
up of a male  s t a r i n g  y e l l o w - e y e d  at the camera c l a s p i n g  a dead R i n g 
tailed Po s s u m  in his talons. A l a n  told us that the birds have a 
v o r a c i o u s  a p p e t i t e  for po ss u m s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  wh e n  r e a r i n g  their young. 
We were shown the v e r y  pri v a t e  scenes of chicks in a ma ss ive tree 
hollow, adults p e r c h e d  in trees and e v i d e n c e  of their pr es en ce by 
u n f i n i s h e d  me als  left s c a t t e r e d  over the ground.

Fi na l l y  A l a n  showed us h o w  the D e p a r t m e n t  m o n i t o r  the mo v e m e n t s  of 
the birds. This r e s e a r c h  has r e v e a l e d  that the W a r r a n d y t e  pair has 
had n e s t i n g / r o o s t i n g  sites in B r a d l e y s  Lane, J u m p i n g  Ck, The Island, 
Fo urt h H ill and P ound  Bend.

By the end of the e v e n i n g  e v e r y o n e  left fee l i n g  p r i v i l e g e d  that a 
br ee di ng pair of A u s t r a l i a ' s  lar gest owl has ch o s e n  W a r r a n d y t e  as 
its home range. A l t h o u g h  these birds are en d a n g e r e d ,  we can rest 
as su re d that there is a d e d i c a t e d  and t a l ente d ma n  w o r k i n g  ha rd to 
ensure they have a fu t u r e  wi t h  us for years to come.
R EPO RT FR O M  M IK E CO U P A R



SUNDAY A C T I V I T Y

Ten FREE plants and a sausage sizzle can be yours. All you have 
to do is turn up at the nu rs e r y  on SU NDA Y OC TOB ER 29th from 1 0 . am 
onwards and put in a little time and and effort and be p r e p a r e d  
to get your hands dirty. Jobs will include cleaning, mulching, 
weeding, shifti ng stock and planting. A c t i v i t i e s  will centre 
around the nursery, Frogland and the Coop (de pen di ng on how man y  
people turn u p ).

Wor k  will stop at lunch time when  a sausage sizzle will be provided. 
Those that wis h to stay for the a f t e r n o o n  will be taken on a gu ided  
walk around the area to see, hear, smell, touch and talk to some 
of the local flora and fauna as well as learn their names.

All w o r k e r s  will be invited to take home a s e l e c t i o n  of ten pl an ts 
from the commun it y sectio n of the nursery.

Hope to see you there.

THE N E W S L E T T E R

Before she went on h o l i d a y  to W e s t e r n  Australia, n e w l y  el ec te d  
committee  me m b e r  Joan M a c M a h o n  of fered her services as c o - e d i t o r  
of the newslet te r. Joan does not want to take on sole r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
for the n e w s l e t t e r  so Pat Coupar has ag re ed to help out. This 
p a r t n e r s h i p  is no th i n g  new as Jo an and Pat w o r k e d  toget he r as editor s 
on FO WS P's most s u c c e s s f u l  p u b l i c a t i o n  "D iscover W a r ra n d y t e " . T her e 
have been several other offers of help for the n e w s l e t t e r  i n c l u d i n g  
one from F O W S P i a n  Jan Ti ndale of "The Diary" fame.

The co m m i t t e e  thought it woul d be a good idea to ch ose a name for the 
ne w s l e t t e r  - one that w ould reflect the inte rests  of the group.
Some e x a mp le s of other c o n s e r v a t i o n  groups n e w s l e t t e r s  are:
"Indi ge notes" Indi genou s Flora and Fauna A s s o c i a t i o n  
"Monitor" V i c t o r i a n  H e r p e t o l o g i c a l  Soci e t y  
"In the Sp otl igh t" V i c t o r i a n  Frog Group  
"Ripples" Project Platypus
"Potoroo" Con c e r n e d  Res i d e n t s  of East G i p p s l a n d

So get yo ur thinking caps on, any ideas can be p o s t e d  in the s uggest io n 
in the Folly.



Thursday Nursery Activities.
10am onwards. Lunch, soup roster. Come and learn how to propagate our indigenous plants. Walk 
in the afternoon. Learn your way around the Park, identification skills, seed collection, have a

____ marvellous time. ___________________________________

REGISTRATION B Y  AUSTRALIA POST
PP 346802 / 0005
If undeliverable return to
Friends of Warrandyte State Park Inc.,
P.O. Box 220.
Warrandyte. 3113

F R I E N D S  GROUP C H RISTMAS BREAK UP
We will be holding a Bush Dance for the Christmas 
Break up on FRIDAY 17th. NOVEMBER in the Warrandyte 
Hall. The cost will be approx. $5 per person and 
$10 for a family ticket. We will be r a f f l i n g  off 
a C h r i s t m a s  Ha m p e r  on the night.
For furt h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the Bush Dance and for 
d o n a t i o n s  to the Hamper please contact Cecilia on 
9725 3959.
We need plenty of support to make this a good fun 
night for the end of the y e a r ! !


