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The Bill o ffic ia lly  incorporating  88 hectares 
o f  M ount L ofty  into the W arrandyte  State 
Park  w as passed by the  U pper H ouse o f  

Parliam ent recently . So now  that bottle  o f  
cham pagne, frequen tly  m entioned  in m any o f  our 
new sletters, can finally  be taken  ou t o f  its ice 
bucket and the cork  eased off. A ll those people, too 
m any to  m ention, w ho have w orked  in d ifferent 
w ays to ensure th is  special area  is p ro tected  and 
enhanced should be congratu lated . In o rder to m ark 
this occasion w e w ill be organ ising  an on-site 
celebration. D etails in the next new sletter.

M t Lofty is tru ly  a special part o f  our region for 
it offers the opportun ity  fo r passive recreation  and 
relaxation. O ne can experience  a feeling  o f  
rem oteness during  the five k ilom etre w alk  along the 
river from  L ow er H om estead  R d to  W itto n ’s 
R eserve. On a sum m er’s day there  are m any 
opportun ities for a sw im  along the w ay. The car 
park at the end o f  L ow er H om estead  Rd is a popular 
starting  point for canoeists tak ing  on the rapids o f  
the gorge to  W itto n ’s R eserve and  further 
dow nstream  to Y arra  Brae, S tane B rae, Jum ping 
C reek and B lack F la t sections o f  the Park.

M t Lofty, being  the start o f  the gorge, has 
special geological sign ificance fo r the  M elbourne 
region, since it is the eastern  m ost part o f  the 
uplifting  w hich form ed the W arrandyte  h ills som e 
five to eight m illion years ago. T he ancestral Y arra 
river m aintained its m eandering  course during this 
era by incising its bed to  keep pace w ith  the uplift. 
In the process, river and uplift have created  slopes, 
cliffs, undercut bends, rapids and river flats.

In the 1960’s the M elbourne and M etropolitan  
Board o f  W orks (M M B W ) acquired  M t Lofty as 
part o f  the now  thankfu lly  defunct Y arra  B rae 
R eservoir project. Im agine a dam  w all ho ld ing  the

Y arra back along Y arra  B rae, M t Lofty and out into 
m uch o f  the Y arra  Valley! In the interim  M t Lofty 
has been leased for grazing by  the M M B W  - now  
M elbourne W ater. M uch has been done over the 
years to  get M t Lofty fo rm ally  included in the State 
Park. T he first serious attem pts w ere m ade back in 
1988. H ow ever, a constan t obstacle has been the 
cost o f  acquisition  or find ing  a su itab le sw ap o f  land. 
It w ould  seem  tha t the recen t am algam ation o f  
M elbourne Parks and W aterw ays w ith the 
D epartm ent o f  N atural R esources & E nvironm ent 
into Parks V ic to ria  has overcom e this problem .

T he W arrandyte State P ark  M anagem ent Plan 
released in 1990 describes M t L ofty  as follow s: “ It 
features steep-sided slopes and m agnificent 
panoram ic view s o f  the Y arra  valley. M ost o f  the 
block is c leared  and has been  ex tensively  grazed, 
how ever, natural regeneration  is occurring  along the 
gullies, w ith  a narrow  fringe o f  rem nant riparian 
vegetation  providing refuge fo r w ild life” .

Scott Seym our o f  M elbourne W ater, who 
recently  v isited  the area w ith FO W SP 
representative F lora  A nderson , is o f  the opinion that 
“ a sign ifican t am ount o f  w ork  needs to  be done to 
contro l w eeds, particu larly  w ate r iris and to control 
bank erosion” . It is obvious that restoration  and 
vegetation w orks need to  be undertaken along the 
river and up the slopes. T hankfu lly  som e o f  this 
has already started w ith fences to  protect the 
w etland close to the L ow er H om estead Road car 
park and other fragile rem nant patches o f  vegetation 
along the river and on the slopes. W ith the help o f  
M elbourne W ater, the allocated  m oney from  the 
State G overnm ent and an enthusiastic  Friends 
group, M t L ofty  at last w ill be getting som e much 
needed attention.

Mount Lofty - Park at Last
B y Mike Coupar



FOWSP THURSDAY PROGRAM
JUNE 12t h  P a rk  P la n tin g  D a y  M ORNING  
ACTIVITY
M eet on site at 10.00 am
There are plenty more plants to put in the ground. 
The location is inside the Pound Bend Tunnel 
fence, the ground will be soft and no rabbit 
guarding is required.
L ead er David Van Bockel. M eet at Pound Bend 
Tunnel car park, Pound Bend Rd, W arrandyte 
(M elways ref. map 23 A 11)

J u n e  19t h  S p ecies  E n r ich m en t S urvey
M eet at the depot at 1 .0 0  pm  
We will pool cars to have a look at several sites at 
Jumping Creek and The Common where rare and 
threatened species have been planted in the last 
few years. How have they survived the summer? 
L ead er Pat Coupar. M eet at the WSP depot, 
Pound Bend Rd, W arrandyte (M elways ref. map 
23 C 10)

J u n e  2 6 th  B la ck  F la t Iv y  B litz  M ORNING  
ACTIVITY
M eet on site at 10.00am
There is a small, but concentrated patch o f ivy 
strangling the native vegetation along Black Flat’s 
boundary. M any hands make light work in 
removing this environmental disaster.
L ead e r David Van Bockel. M eet at the Black 
Flat car park o ff Tills Dve, W arrandyte (M elways 
ref. map 23 H 11)

JULY 3 rd  T im b er  R eserv e  R am b le
M eet on site at 1.15.pm
One o f W arran d y te ’s forgotton reserves. This 
patch o f bushland has a surprisingly diverse range 
o f vegetation including a number o f rare and 
threatened plants. W inter and early spring 
orchids should in flower or bud, perhaps we will 
find the elusive D w arf Greenhood.
L ead er Ant Owen M eet at the end o f 
W attleblossom Rd, W arrandyte (M elways ref. 
map 35 H 1)

J u ly  10t h P a rk  P la n tin g  D a y  M ORNING  
ACTIVITY
M eet at the depot 10.00 am
There is still plenty o f room for planting in the 
coupe. This time all plants chosen will be those 
that grow in the vicinity and will be suitable to 
the site.
L ead er David Van Bockel. M eet at the WSP 
depot, Pound Bend Rd, W arrandyte (M elways ref. 
map 23 C 10)

J u ly  17th  Y arra  V a lley  B illab on gs T ou r  
DAY ACTIVITY
M eet at the depot 10.00 am 
This tour along the Yarra Valley promises some 
special highlights - M elbourne’s remnant River 
Red Gum bush, billabongs and some surprising 
artwork. Bring lunch, we will pool cars and leave 
from the depot promptly at 10.00am so don’t be 
late or you may miss out!
L ead er Elizabeth Sevior. M eet at the WSP 
depot, Pound Bend Rd, W arrandyte (Melways ref. 
map 23 C 10)

JULY 2 4 t h  P igeon  B a n k  C reek  W an der
M eet on site at 1.15.pm
A chance to visit this delightful ferny creek with 
its attractive Tassel Sedges. We will follow the 
gully, checking on some rare Blanket Leaf trees 
along the way, ending up at the bottom o f Cathy’s 
block. Afternoon tea will be provided by Cathy. 
L ead er Cathy Willis. M eet at the corner o f Yarra 
River Ct and Pigeon Bank Lane, North 
Warrandyte (Melways ref. map 23 J6)

J u l y  31ST-M ullum  M u llu m  C reek  
R evegetation  W alk
M eet on site at 1.15.pm
The revegetation o f this linear strip o f bushland 
by Manningham Council is a wonderful example 
o f what can be done to ‘bring back the bush’. A 
special highlight is the series o f wetlands which 
offer fantastic habitat to birds and frogs.
L ead er Jane Pammer. M eet at the corner o f Deep 
Ck Dve and W arrandyte Rd, Warrandyte 
(Melways ref. map 34 F3)

AUGUST 7t h N orm ans R eserve  Fern G ully  
MORNING ACTIVITY
M eet on site at 10.00am
Once this area was choked by Ivy, Pittosporum 
and Cotoneaster. After several ‘Friends’ and 
Green Task Force working days almost all weeds 
have been removed. We will do a check for any 
regrowth and plant some o f  our rare ferns and 
other plants into the site.
L ead er Joan MacMahon. M eet at the car park at 
the end o f Bradleys Lane, North Warrandyte 
(Melways ref. map 23 B12)



A  Tree as Lovely as a Poem.
By Peggy Safstrom

Just a few  years ago, a lone prospecting miner, 
W erner M arschaleck, cam e across a 
magnificent tree in the rain forest between 

Powelltown and N oojee , in the W arburton 
Ranges, north east o f  M elbourne. One day 
recently, Lawrie and I too found this natural 
w onder which has been named the ‘A da  T re e ’. 
This tree is thought to be the m ost massive 
hardwood in the w orld  - a giant long before 
Captain C ook first w en t to sea! W hen we heard 
o f  it, we set out to find it.

Just beyond Lilydale w e turned right onto the 
W arburton H ighw ay and right again at Yarra 
Junction along the Pow elltow n-N oojee  Road. 
N o w  we were in big tim ber country. Finally we 
turned left onto the A da River Road, an unmade 
narrow gravel track, ju s t  12km to the A da Tree 
carpark.

Three steps down from the carpark  into the 
forest and we were  in a magical wonderland. 
Myrtle Beeches, hundreds o f  years old, their 
trunks host to a myriad o f  ferns and lichens, 
dripped shining drops o f  crystal onto tracks 
covered thickly with the autumn-toned beech 
leaves. The  narrow, w ind ing  track led twice 
across a sparkling m ountain  river - the A da  River
- ju s t  a little stream  here. T he  river twisted and 
turned, as if  for the sheer fun o f  it, in and out 
between gravelly mini-islands clothed with tall 
tree ferns, their long frond tresses bending down 
to trail in the sparkling water, as if  longing to go 
along with the frivolity o f  the little stream.

The track, so thick with its multi-coloured 
carpet o f  beech leaves, w as fun to walk. We 
heard the eerie, drawn out "Kee-ar" whistles o f  
Yellow-tailed B lack Cockatoos, and finally 
caught sight o f  a pair o f  them in the low branches 
o f  a Sassafras tree. W hen they saw  us they took 
o f f  with their slow, laboured flight, their calls 
warning others o f  our presence in their territory. 
Scratchings at the sides o f  the track told us that 
Superb Lyrebirds had been there earlier in the 
morning. W e listened for their  tell-tale repertoire 
o f  songs mim icked from the other forest dwellers, 
but they eluded us.

M any times we suddenly  came upon a huge 
tree looming up in front o f  us through the 
enchanting green tracery o f  rain forest vines, and 
thought "surely this is it"! But nothing compared 
to the awe we felt when we really cam e to the 
Ada Tree. This tow ering M ountain Ash 
Eucalyptus regnans, s tands about 80 metres tall.

Its branches spread gracefully in a huge circle, as 
if each were bestowing a benediction on all life 
below it. M y outstretched arms reach about 1.5 
metres. A t shoulder height, it took ten times my 
outstretched arms to reach around its trunk, and 
where it slopes down and out, fluting into the 
ground, it is a much greater distance. Its vast root 
system fans out for more than ha lf  an acre 
collecting rain water enriched by hundreds o f  
years o f  fallen leaves, to feed its majestic, 
massive branches.

We walked very slowly around the tree, trying 
to take in the w onder  o f  this living masterpiece. 
W e were on our own there, alone with this 
superb poem o f  a tree lifting her leafy arms to 
pray. W e jo ined  her! The surrounding forest 
trees and vines hushed, as if  knowing our need o f  
silence in this cathedral-like setting. W e sat for a 
long time, contem plating the years that this 
gentle giant had been growing, ever expanding 
and expanding as it gazed at heaven 
unobstructed.

Extensive boardwalks to keep feet from 
compacting the soil around the tree, and 
strategically placed tim ber seats, had been 
constructed by ‘The Friends o f  the A da T ree ’. 
This group was form ed a few years ago by 
W erner and his friend Ray Wright, who together 
set about organizing a w ay to protect the tree and 
at the same time make it possible to be 
appreciated by others. The Friends, helped by 
working parties from Victorian jails , also carved 
the two kilometre track through the virgin bush 
leading to the tree. W e felt, as I'm sure all those 
who made it possible for others to come and 
experience this wonder, together with all who 
have stood and gazed at this magnificent tree, 
that our lives were enriched beyond measure by 
this little parcel o f  rain forest and its previously 
hidden treasure.

Fortunately, it seems that the beautiful Ada 
Tree is with us forever - or at least until it falls o f  
its own accord. It stands in rain forest which is 
still largely uncharted. A  few  old logging tracks 
in the area are now overgrown, and until the 
working parties established the paths, access was 
virtually impossible. The  ‘F riends’ also maintain 
vigilance against any possible threat o f  logging 
in the future.
Editors Note: The N ational Parks Am endm ent Bill 
recently passed  in both H ouses o f  Parliam ent has 
ju s t created The A da Tall Trees Reserve.



Friends of 
Parks and 
Reserves 

Guidelines (draft)

Parks V ictoria  will encourage and support 
the establishm ent o f  Friends Groups in the 
areas under its m anagem ent and provide 
ongoing support to established groups. Friends 

Groups will be encouraged to affiliate with the 
Friends Network.

A Register o f  Groups will be established to 
facilitate support and recognition. Approval o f  the 
relevant Parks V ictoria  General/Regional 
M anager delegate must be received prior to a new 
group being entered into the Register.
Criteria for recognition of Friends Groups by 
Parks Victoria
1) Friends Groups meeting the criteria will be 
recognised by Parks V ic toria  and be entered on 
the Parks V ictoria  Register o f  Friends Groups.
2) The group m ust have at least five, and should 
desirably have ten or more registered members.
3) The group m ust elect a committee, develop a 
constitution and becom e incorporated. (This is a 
requirement to receive grant m onies and protect 
individuals).
The objectives o f  the group m ust include:
• the protection and preservation o f  the natural 

environm ent o f  the park  or reserve.
• protection and preservation o f  the indigenous 

flora and fauna and features (scenic, 
archaeological, geological, historic or 
scientific) in the park or reserve.

• educating and informing the com m unity  about 
the role and values o f  the park or reserve.

• fostering com m unity  involvement in, and 
enjoym ent of, the park or reserve in 
accordance with the above objectives.

4) The Group must agree to abide by the Code for 
the selection and m anagem ent o f  Friends Projects. 
Code for the selection and management of 
Friends Projects
1) Projects proposed by Friends must be 
developed in close consultation with local Park

m anagement through the Ranger-in-Charge.
2) Approval for projects o f  works must be 
obtained prior to com m encem ent from the Chief  
Ranger or his/her delegate.
3) Projects should be satisfying to participants 
and must be o f  benefit to the Park or Reserve and 
in accordance with any existing management 
plan.
4) Projects should not include work which would 
otherwise have been included in the planned 
annual works program.
5) Projects must be carried out in accordance with 
occupational health and safety standards. 
(Volunteers are not covered by W ork Cover 
although Parks V ictoria  has a limited accident and 
liability cover).
6) Attendees on w ork  days must be listed and 
information submitted as requested to ensure 
volunteers are covered under Parks Victoria's 
insurance policy.
7) In the event o f  unforeseen problems the Chief 
Ranger or Ranger-in-Charge will consult with 
Friends if  stopping or modifying a project 
becomes essential.
Parks Victoria support
1)Parks Victoria  support for Friends Groups 
may include:
• Grants towards incorporation costs through 

Grants Program
• Administrative support with the production 

and distribution o f  newsletters
• Venue(s) for meetings or storage o f  materials 

and equipment
• Training in custom er service, or conservation 

techniques
• Advertising for new members
• In-kind support for approved projects
• Regular briefings on Parks V ictoria  projects 

and park managem ent issues
2) Friends m ay receive special privileges such as 
waiving o f  park fees where approved by the 
C h ie f  Ranger.
General
1) Parks or Reserves will nom inate  a Ranger or 
other appropriate local person as primary contact 
for liaison with the nominated contact person o f  
the relevant Friends Group.
2) These guidelines will be reviewed on a regular 
basis.

APOLOGY TO 'FRANKIE'
We spelt his name incorrectly in last month’s newsletter. 
________ His name is David Farrar, not Farrer.



Book o f the 'Month
W ater Plants in Australia 

A Field Guide
(T hird  E dition  Paperback)

B y G .R  Sainty 
(S ain ty  & A ssociates)

R ev iew  by J .R  (A non)

This fie ld  guide is com pact in size and 
lightw eight, w hich m akes it easy to fit 
into a back pack or carry  in hand w hile  on 

excursions.
I find this book very  user friendly . It contains 

over 120 full co lour plates w ith  a descrip tion  o f  
each plant. T he book is div ided into seven 
chapters accord ing  to  grow ing habit and plant 
structure.

Each plant covered is accom panied  by a 
sim ple p ictorial key and b rie f  tex t w ith  in troduced 
species highlighted  in red. T he key indicates such 
things as lea f shape, flow er co lour and clim ate 
(tropical or tem perate), w hile  the tex t contains 
plant descrip tions, d istribu tions and com m ents on 
invasion control and fauna usage.

O ther chapters provide inform ation on w etland 
definition, b lue-green algae, use o f  w ater plants 
and artificial w etland  construction.

Ottelia ovalifolia 
S w am p  Lily

Potam ogeton crispus 
Curly P ondw eed

A Rare Sight
by Joan MacMahon

Tw o lucky m em bers o f  the  M acM ahon 
fam ily (K en and Daniel) recently  saw  an 
interesting bird  in N orm ans Reserve- a 
Painted B utton-Q uail (Turnix varia).

W e w ere thrilled! W e have lived in th is area 
nearly  five years and this w as our first possible 
sighting, so m uch checking o f  field guides ensued 
as it “m ight only be an av iary  escape.”

T o our delight it m atched the description in the 
books.

I t’s not a b ird  y o u ’d expect to  survive on the 
edge o f  suburb ia , being a ground-dw eller, and 
susceptible to  the  predation  o f  the m any m oggies in 
the area.

T he fem ales are larger and m ore highly

coloured than  the males. A pparently  they  initiate 
courtship, leaving the m ales to  sit on the eggs and 
care for the young.

The vocal m em ber o f  the p a ir  is also the 
female. She m akes a deep ooming sound, 
sometimes at night, w hich m ay be confused w ith 
the call o f  a bronzewing. This she m akes standing 
on tip-toes, w ith chest puffed out.

L e t’s hope the bird Ken and Daniel saw  has a 
m ate and th a t they breed successfu lly .lt w ould be 
horrib ly  lonely i f  you w ere the last m em ber o f  your 
species in the area.

E d ito r’s note: G raham  P izzey’s ‘Field G uide to  
the Birds o f  A ustra lia’ w as consulted for the 
inform ation on behaviour.

In regard to 
W arrandyte, both
indigenous and exotic 
local species are well 
represented  and I have 
used this book m yself 
w hen identifying plants 
in the field.

In conclusion I think 
‘W ater P lants in 
A u stra lia ’ is a useful tool 
w hen exploring our 
va luable  w etlands and 
river habitats. The book 

is currently  available from  ‘The Society for 
G row ing A ustralian  N ative P lan ts’ (SG A P) and 
the B otanical B ookshop. R ecom m ended retail 
price $29.95.



Pest Plants Inquiry
A public hearing was held on Thursday M ay the 8th 1997 by the Environm ent and Natural 
Resources committee inquiring into pest plants in Victoria. On behalf of FO W SP Flora 
Anderson made the following points:

With an area o f  approximately 600 
hectares W arrandyte  State Park's linear 
and fragmented nature presents 

challenges, not the least o f  which is weed 
invasion. As far as problems are concerned, you 
name it - we've got it. T here  are a very healthy 
range o f  environmental w eeds at Warrandyte.

There is not time to name weed species or 
describe how we tackle them, but I would like to 
make it clear that our contribution to the weed 
control strategy o f  W SP, due to good liaison, 
compliments the w ork being done by Park staff. 
It has not a lways been so for our early efforts 
were rather ad hoc. For example, if  we noticed an 
infestation o f  ivy w e  would  w ork  on that, but the 
next ‘W orking B e e ’ m ight be digging out Smilax 
in another area. But over the last two years an 
integrated, planned approach has been 
established.

Park s taff  plan a year ahead what can best be 
done with limited budget and then consult with 
Friends as to w hat w e can do to help. We never 
tackle an area bigger than can be monitored and 
kept under control until native vegetation takes 
over, either through natural regeneration or 
revegetation.

This has worked well because a core group has 
gained knowledge and experience at their own 
expense, by attending weed seminars, reading 
whatever they can get their hands on, jo in ing  
organisations such as the Indigenous Flora & 
Fauna Association or attending Friends N etw ork  
Conferences. Experim entation  has played a vital 
role, also.

The ParkCare Program, w hile  it lasted, was an 
excellent vehicle for sharing knowledge and for 
education - a prime exam ple was a course in the 
use o f  herbicides. W hat we w ould like to see o f  
course, is a healthy allocation o f  resources - Park 
s taff  levels and budgets ideally, should be 
increased.

We remind the Com m ittee  that most 
volunteers in our Friends Group are retired 
people, many o f  w hom  are no longer physically 
capable o f  the hard manual labour entailed in 
weeding bushland, especially  in the rugged terrain

o f  WSP. This is no bowling green. M em bers o f  
Friends groups are a cheerful w illing lot and gain 
enormous satisfaction from working in Parks but 
they feel strongly that a funded volunteer group is 
no substitute for a properly  resourced, well 
trained and adequate Park personnel.

As for future directions, w e  believe that the 
excellent work done by Carr, Yugovic & 
Robinson in their publication Environmental 
Weed Invasions in Victoria_would be a great help 
to this Committee. We would love to see some o f  
their recommendations
activated. Dare I say all o f  their 
recommendations.
• Education ... Rem em ber the  power o f  TV. 

Use existing programmes on both TV and 
radio eg Gardening programmes.

• Target landowners especially those adjacent 
to Parks. Local Governm ent. Nurseries are 
still selling weedy species.

• Include environmental weed control in 
M anagem ent Plans.

• Develop and im plem ent a Statewide 
environmental weed m anagem ent strategy 
within the fram ew ork o f  the national weed 
strategy.

• Fund research.
• Liaise with other agencies, eg roadside 

reserves are often disturbed three or four 
times in the installation o f  reticulated services 
which increases susceptibility to weed 
invasions. I f  it w ould  strengthen the 
argument, nominate weed  invasion as a 
Potential Threatening Process on the Flora 
and Fauna Guarantee Act.

C o o ta m u n d r a  W a t t le  Acacia baileyana



Flying Circus
By Ant Owen

After Christm as I put out a bird waterer ju s t  
ten metres from the back door and was 
completely  surprised by the num ber o f  

birds that arrived even later that day. We live in a 
bellbird area that has som e fairly clear boundaries 
and features; the dam, the Sw am p Gum gully, 
Blackberries and Burgan, Cotoneasters and 
Coprosma. Bush on one side, suburbs on the 
other. Last year, with all the leaf-lerps and the 
water, there were  so m any Bellbirds that I saw 
few other bush birds. The eucalypts in the valley 
were hopelessly defoliated and m any have since 
died, Red B ox  (Eucalyptus polyanthemos) and 
Peppermints (Eucalyptus radiata) the most 
affected. This  year, after an incessantly wet 
w inter and an interminably dry summer, the 
Bellbirds have thinned out around our house. I 
ceased feeding the flock o f  firetails, the families 
o f  rosellas and the sparrows that came from the 
north, for fear o f  contagion and put out the 
waterer instead.

The circus dropped out o f  the trees. I had 
noticed associations o f  birds before - various 
species seemingly m oving together, cooperatively 
working the resource, here at the waterpoint they 
arrived all at once: piping Grey Fantails flittered 
in the air, g low ing Eastern Y ellow  Robins 
perched sideways on the trees, bejewelled and 
strangely animated Spotted Pardalotes that seem 
to know no fear, W hite-cheeked H oneyeater - the 
"kissing" bird and W hite-naped Honeyeater,

boisterous clowns splashing in the drink. Then 
the: Superb Blue Wren, Willy Wagtail, Silvereye, 
Brown Tree-creeper, Red-browed Firetail, tiniest, 
but chirpiest Brown Thornbill, W hite-browed 
Scrub-wren, Golden Whistler, Eastern Spinebill, 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Grey Shrike-thrush and 
Bell Miner, all came that day and most and more 
have continued to come to water.

The birds using the w ater are active in the 
adjacent bush as well, good numbers o f  Yellow 
Robins, Fantails, Thornbills, Blue Wrens 
(amongst others) are usually around, and I suspect 
they enjoy the clearance we have made to the 
blackberries as well as the remaining blackberries 
(a multitude o f  nests). The trees buzz with 
Pardalotes.

Lately Crested Shrike-tits have visited, 
cracking away bark on thin branches o f  trees and 
dropping in for water and the Golden Whistlers 
move through, singing from the gully up to the 
ridge. A little Rose Robin lit up the bush here for 
a day or two, travelling down the gullies from 
higher country to lower, on an annual migration.

Bellbirds rarely come, but the sweet tinkle of  
the birds persists almost all around the house 
leaving ju s t  narrow w indow s in time and space 
for other bush birds, presently things are balanced 
and it’s been a spectacular show, but a battle as 
well, here on the edge.

Fourth Hill Extravaganza
Date and Time: Sunday June 29th 9.30 to 12.30 pm

Place: M eet at the car park  at the end of W hipstick Gully Rd, 
W arrandyte. (M elways ref. map 23 F12)

W hipstick Gully  has been transform ed over the last few years. W inding paths 
have been created through indigenous vegetation. A small amount o f  planting 
will enhance the area even more. Then a look at the A ir Shaft fence - a most 
successful revegetation project. A little hand w eeding o f  this site will be 
followed by a nature walk. The morning will end with a bbq - meat, bread and 
bbq supplied, BYO salads and drinks

For more information ring Ranger David Van Bockel on 9844 2659



The Bend o f  Isles
by Joan  m a c m a h o r

It  w as T hursday  M ay the 22nd. I w as late and tried 
not to  hu rry  on the w et and unfam iliar roads. The 
m eeting place w as the O xley Bridge, on Henley 
Rd. in K angaroo G round. Too fa r it seemed from m y 

early m orning appointm ent in Heidelberg. Rounding 
the last curve before the bridge I could see parked cars 
and as I crossed the bridge to  m y g reat relief a crowd 
o f  people. W onderful!

Alan and C arol Bonny, local residents and active 
m em bers o f  B .I.C .A . (Bend o f  Islands Conservation 
Association), had agreed to  give the  ‘F riends’ a tou r 
o f  this unusual and successful experim ent in m arrying 
hum an needs w ith those o f  the natu ra l environment.

Eighteen people had come to  enjoy the day. W e set 
o ff  in a north-easterly  direction to  follow  the course o f  
W atson ’s Creek. W e m oved beneath a canopy o f  well- 
grow n M anna G um s; so very tall and w ho can say 
how  m any decades o f  living they  hide in the ir growth 
rings? A t one stage w e saw  on the opposite bank a 
w onderfully expansive sw ard o f  Spiny-headed M at- 
rush. V ery restful to  the hum an eye.

The creek banks (up to  a m etre deep) w ere in 
places lined w ith several sorts o f  ferns. The w ater w as 
clear, unlike tha t o f  the river it w ould soon join. 
Perhaps th is is w hy it com m anded our attention. Tw o 
o f  our p a rty  ju s t happened to  be looking at the 
m om ent a fish m oved by. R oss C oupar felt p re tty  sure 
it w as a native - a R iver B lackfish. W ish I ’d seen it 
too. I ’ve never set eyes on one even though I live close 
to  the Y arra  and have paddled in it m any times.

W e turned  back when we reached the large, lonely 
oak tree; all tha t rem ains o f  an old hom esite. One 
w onders w hat becam e o f  those w ho planted the seed 
so long ago.

A large mob o f  kangaroos w ell up the slope above 
us gave a jum ping  and running show.

W e am bled back to  the cars and drove to  the end 
o f  H enley Rd. F rom  here w e had fine views o f

: An environmental living zone

something we would rather not have seen. Heavy, 
noisy m achine ry pushing and pulling at the earth. 
B illabongs, precious natural features, w ith their 
com plem ents o f  p lan t and anim al life disappearing 
forever. W hy? - because som e people w ith too m uch 
pow er and m oney (they usually  go hand in hand) w ant 
to  make m ore money.

W e retreated to  the hom e o f  M argaret and M ick 
W oiw ard for a w arm ing banquet o f  breads, hom e­
m ade soup and cakes. And w hat a home! N o 
m onstrous m odem  house this, bu t a friendly place, 
built with care (and flare) from  recycled m aterials and 
m ud-bricks.

O ut on the balcony some fam ily friends w ere 
feasting. A party  o f  W hite-w inged Choughs, regular 
visitors to  the feeding tray , w ere snuggled up together 
on the handrails. H ow  m any do you think there were? 
I ’l l  give you a hint - there w ere m ore than ten and less 
than  tw enty. Yes, you ’re right. I counted eighteen. 
H m m ...........

A lan gave us a ta lk  about the origins and the 
rationale behind the Environm ental L iving Zone. I t’s a 
fantastic concept and i f  m ore o f  A ustralia’s bush- 
dwellers (human variety) followed the guidelines our 
natural rem nants w ould be m ore secure.

M id - afternoon saw  us exploring the W oiw ard’s 
river views and riparian vegetation. W e also took  the 
tim e to  adm ire their very healthy -looking vegies. 
(W atered by  treated  sullage.)

Finally we w ere taken to  an area o f  d ry  - 
sclerophyll forest. It w as a delight to  w ander am ongst 
g rass tussocks and discover som e orchid-rich areas. 
W e cam e upon some lovely li ttle : T iny Greenhoods. 
This w as a trea t as this orchid is endangered in the 
State Park.

Thankyou to  the B .I.C .A . folk w ho gave us such a 
pleasant day.

Urban Possums
The first o f the Green Wedge Series o f Seminars on Wildlife 
will be held on Thursday July 3rd at 7.30 pm at the 
Warrandyte Community Centre, Webb St (Melways ref. map 
23 F 11). The speaker is Peter Brown from Deakin 
University.



" I  s p y ”
by B.G

Boomers
Thursday 8th o f M ay at 11 am - a small mob (2!) o f 
kangaroos was seen inside the Frogland enclosures - 
witnesses Angelique and Ben.

Trio Return Visit
Matt, Cecelia and Eathan dropped in the same day 
for a welcome visit to the Friends. They are at 
M ootwingee ‘rangering’. M ootwingee , north-east o f 
Broken Hill is a popular park for visitors - over 125 
operators are licensed to take tours into the area.

Pigeon Bank L ane
(W arrandyte North or Kangaroo - Ground South?)

Karen Reynolds led an extra-ordinary walk 
through a 7 acre area involving 4 separate features - 
river flats, burgan area, exposed rocky ridge and 
rabbits everywhere.

High Speed Planting
Thursday 15th May - about twenty people, including 
four Park staff, planted out ten boxes o f  seedlings in 
less than an hour. The area improved was near the 
bank o f the Yarra near Pound Bend Depot 
( ‘Endeavour Bank’).

Missing, But Not Tost
A ndrew N ixon, Ranger-in-Charge is on long-service 
leave.

Who?
Mitzi Davidson, Ranger Band 1, ex M elbourne Parks 
and W aterways and normally based at Yarra Valley, 
is on a two month secondment to W arrandyte State 
Park.

Pray For Native Birds ?
The ‘Adelaide Advertiser’ on the 21st o f May this 
year carries an article suggesting that “The 
magnificent native birds o f prey are vanishing across 
the state.” Is calico virus, which is devastating the 
rabbit population, and the wide-scale poisoning to 
combat mouse plagues removing an established 
exotic food source? The article continues, “People 
in the Flinders Ranges and Yorke Peninsular had 
noticed that W edge-tailed Eagles were a rapidly 
vanishing species.” Or are the birds preying 
elsewhere? The relevant article will be posted on the 
Folly noticeboard at the Pound Bend Depot.

Interstate and Back
Due to a ‘crook back’ and an Anniversary Adelaide 
Adventure (in that order!) some ‘deeds’ may not be 
reported in this m onth’s column. Apologies may be 
in order.

I may also look at the latest interstate policy ideas
- such as placing a restaurant on top o f any State 
Park hill or M ount (sic), which has a good natural 
view.

"Bushland care awards"
A local environment group, the Bend o f Isles Conserva' 
tion Association, is one o f four finalists in the Banksia 
Environmental Foundation's national Landcare M an­
agement Awards. Banksia Environmental Foundation 
executive director Helen Carbery said the awards pro­
gram recognised environmental initiatives and achieve­
ments o f  people ranging from those working in com­
munity groups to  industry.

Ms Carbery said the Bend o f Islands Conservation As­
sociation had been successful in protecting 400 hectares 
o f significant bushland through the creation o f a special 
environment residential planning zone and an ongoing 
commitment to practical residential conservation over a 
20 year period.
The annual awards are held during the week o f World 
Environment day and the winners will be announced in 
Melbourne on June 7.

Seen in the Diamond Valley News, M ay 28 1997

FOR SALE
GOOD QUALITY ITALIAN WALKING SHOES 

S IZE 39
HARDLY USED AS TOO SMALL FOR OWNER

$42

PHONE JOAN 98443213

Stop Press
There will be NO K O O R N O N G  July 
Meeting. Instead there will be a meeting 
on June 25th - same time, same place.



Calendar of Sunday Events
JUNE 2 9 t h  4th H ill  Extravaganza
Time:- 9:30 - 12:30 PM.
Rediscover W hipstick Gully! See how well our 
plants have grown and add a few  more. Come to 
the Air-shaft to see one o f  W arrandy te’s most 
successful revegetation fences. A little 
handw eeding should keep the site in check. 
Followed by a nature walk. BBQ  provided, with 
meat, bread and BBQ supplied, BYO salads and 
drinks.
Leader: David Van Bockel

J u l y  2 7 t h  Frog Day
Time:- 1:00 - 4 :0 0  PM
Come to learn about our local frogs in ‘Frogland’ 
We will listen and look for frogs, dip net for 
tadpoles and other aquatic invertebrates. Plus 
general ‘F rog land’ maintenance. Followed by 
afternoon tea. Bring a plate to share.
Leader: Jenny Hoskin

AUGUST 3 1 s t  K oornong R iverw alk
Time:- 1:30 - 4 :0 0  PM
Follow up on the previous weed control along the 
River Track. Adm ire  the highlights o f  the y ea r ’s 
work. Small digging tools will be useful. 
Followed by afternoon tea. Bring a plate to share. 
Leader: Cathy Willis

S e p t e m b e r  2 1 s t  Tim ber Reserve 
Treasures
Time:- 10 :00- 1:00 PM
A wildflower walk through the reserve to look for 
orchids, some o f  which will be flowering. 
Followed by an inspection o f  Pittosporum Gully 
Fence for some m aintenance weeding. BBQ 
provided, with meat, bread and BBQ supplied, 
BYO salads and drinks.
Leader: Brian Phefley
Note: this is not the last Sunday in the 
month

T here is not a 
great deal to report 
this m onth  as Julie 
has been away for 
a  couple o f  weeks. 

A Taw ny Frog­
mouth was hit by a car in Jum ping  Creek Road, it 
was only stunned and after being kept overnight 
was released the next day. A female Eastern Grey 
Kangaroo was also hit along the same road, her 
injuries were so serious that she had to be put 
down. This death was even m ore tragic because 
she had a jo ey  in her pouch which was killed by 
the impact.

Once again this notorious stretch o f  road, 
particularly in the vicinity o f  the bridge, is taking 
a terrible toll on our wildlife. A ccord ing  to Julie 
m any drivers do not s top and the animals that 
they hit are ju s t  left in the middle o f  the road. N ot 
only are they often hit again by other cars, but the 
dead or injured animals pose a considerable 
danger to motorists sw erving to avoid them.

The time o f  day when most animals are hit is 
dawn and dusk. I f  anyone is unlucky enough to 
hit an animal they should m ove it to the side o f  
the road and, if  it is a female, check to see if  there 
is a young in the pouch. Then inform either Julie 
or the Park Rangers o f  the accident.

R escue
A nother Eastern Grey Kangaroo, thought to be a 
female, has taken up residence in a paddock along 
Jum ping Creek Rd. At night it sleeps in the shed 
on the property. Rangers from  W arrandyte State 
Park and the local vet are keeping a regular eye 
on this roo as, although she is feeding alright, she 
cannot move very well.

Recently, a kookaburra was brought to Julie 
that has been found by the road at Molesworth 
quite a long w ay north o f  M elbourne. The bird 
was only stunned and had no injuries, but it was 
extremely stressed by being out o f  its 
environment - it w ou ldn ’t eat and ju s t  sat in a 
corner. K ookaburra’s are very territorial birds 
and if  released in W arrandyte  this bird would 
probably have been attacked by other kookaburras 
in the local area. There was no alternative, but to 
take it back where it came from. So Julie ended 
up with an unexpected trip to M olesworth to 
release the bird back into its ow n territory.

Finally Julie has informed us that she has 
taken on a new  wildlife foster carer, and it is none 
other than FO W SP m em ber Trish Millington. We 
would like to wish Trish all the best in her new 
venture. She certainly cannot go far wrong under 
the Ju lie ’s excellent guidance.



Terrestrial  Invertebrates.
PUZZLE page

Follow  the lines, then

w orm s Cray
wasps Scorpion Mite
S p i d e r Ticks Yabb y
sn a il M oths Slate r
Slugs But t e rfly
Bee Bug Crab

I am a__________
(Litoria rani fo rmis)

Draw me.

Green Wedge Environment Seminar Series

3rd July 
7th August  
4th September  
2nd October 
6th November 
4th December

Wildlife
Peter  Brown 
Melody Serena 
Lindy  Lum sden  
George Paras 
Andrew Bennet  
Linton Staples

U rban  Possums
Platypus
Bats
Native Fish of the Y ar ra  
Wildlife Corridors 
Foxes

Held at 7.30pm on the first T hu rsd ay  of every month at the W ar ran d y te  Community  Centre,
Y ar ra  St W a r ra n d y te
Enquiries: Bill Mall inson 9840 9338
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