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Willow works at The Island
Joan MacMahon

The natural environm ent o f  W arrandyte 
is currently having a boost thanks to the 
W aterways and D rainage division o f  
Melbourne Water. They are targeting 

Basket (or Crack) W illows in the area adjacent 
to the Stonehouse Pottery on the Ringwood - 
Warrandyte Rd. (M elw ay 23 H 11).

D o n ’t confuse these problem w eeds with 
the true W eeping W illow  which despite 
growing on the riverbank in various parts o f  
Warrandyte d o esn ’t make such a nuisance o f  
itself.

Crack W illows have grown so extensively 
at The Island that th ey ’ve nearly blocked the 
channel the Yarra  tries to flow through. This 
obstruction leads to erosion and flooding 
problems.

Another important negative impact o f  these 
weeds is their deciduous nature. The autumn willow 
leaf drop disrupts the natural ecosystem o f  the river 
which relies on leaf  litter falling year round. Poisoning 
began in early March. So as not to cause too much 
disturbance, dead branches will be removed and the 
stumps and root m asses dealt with later.

The current mild weather and lack o f  rain (and 
hence low w ater level) is a boon as it means the work 
can continue longer than expected. Something to thank 
El N ino for.

Stop Press/Great News!
Achievement of the "impossible"

After discussion with our Head Ranger A ndy Nixon w e ’ve achieved what we thought was no longer possible! (Due to 
the significant s ta ff  cuts o f  the last few years w e ’d become used to s taff  being stretched almost, but thankfully not 
quite, to breaking point.) So, we are thrilled to announce that this year r a n g e r s  w ill  be  lead ing  five o f  o u r  S u n d ay  
Fam ily  Activities.
To celebrate this coup your com m ittee  (a ren ’t we wonderful!) has decided:
1) that for each o f  these events F O W S P  will p ro v id e  an afternoon tea or B B Q  lunch. - any caterers out there?
2) Free plants will be available.
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" I  spy”
 By B.G

S.W.R Again
The M arch newsletter referred to S .W .R which 
everyone knew m eant ‘S ta ff  Works 
R esponsibilities’ - now “on with the m otley” . 
Ranger Brian Phefley’s tasks include: general 
works programming; visitor facilities; walking 
tracks; interpretations and work experience.

Ranger David V an Bockel is responsible for 
flora management; w eed  control and revegetation. 
David is currently on secondm ent at Woori 
Yallock.

March Market Members
M anning the Saturday m arket stall were Trudy 
Bretnall, L iz  Bradbury, Elsa Arden, Gwen 
Livingstone, W olfgang  Krause and Jessica Nixon 
(who has ju s t  com pleted  a Bachelor o f  Science in 
G eography and Environmental Studies and is 
currently seeking employment). Thanks to you 
all.

Body Brigade
M eghan Freeman and Julie Fagan were welcome 
helpers at the nursery on Thursday  M arch 3rd and 
were soon putting Crassula helmsii plants into 
forestry tubes. They revealed that they were there 
as part o f  a com m unity  project by the ‘Body 
Shop’ staff.

The philosophy behind this is that as the 
organisation benefits from the com m unity  they 
would like to give som ething back to the 
community. Great idea.

Politicians Preferences
Tony Robinson M.P. (the new  m em ber for 
M itcham) has a favourite plant - Rock Correa 
('Correa glabra). W hen asked why, he said 
“because it f lourishes in difficult c ircum stances” .

Warrandyte Writer
Pat Coupar, one o f  our com m ittee  members, 
writes regular nature articles for the W arrandyte 
Diary. Read one, if  you haven ’t yet.

Pat writes elegantly  and her facts are carefully 
researched. It is said that she writes in the 
tradition o f  Crosbie M orrison (for all those who 
can remember). Personally  I find her articles 
eidetic (look that one up).

Pat Perfect?
D o n ’t embarrass Pat by asking who forgot to take 
an important article when ‘4-wheel-driving’ and 
had to drive the long w ay back. M ind you if you 
forgot to bring the matches for the campfire why 
not ju s t  use the cigarette lighter in the vehicle and 
save the drive?

A Slip o f the Month
The last two sequential months newsletters were 
both headed ‘February 1998’. The last one 
should have read M arch 1998.

Crack in the Park
Is ‘crack willow w o rk ’ a euphemism for drug 
activity?

Weeds 'n Seeds
A foray o f  ‘F riends’ cleared weeds and collected 
W eeping Grass (Microlaena stipoides) seeds 
inside the rabbit exclusion fence near the tunnel at 
the Pound Bend Reserve.

Canopy Uncovered
Watch for the April edition o f  ‘C anopy’ - a 
regular update from Parks Victoria kept in the 
blue box in the Folly.

Moments from March Minutes
A report o f  the meeting re concept plan for Mt 
Lofty; Parks Victoria  stakeholders survey; Illegal 
c learing o f  native vegetation; FO W SP poster in 
the pipeline; possibility o f  a tunnel to avoid 
sensitive bushland in Park Orchards; ‘My 
Favourite P lace’ - a new segment for the 
newsletter.
Note: Full minutes are posted on the Folly 
noticeboard.



W a r r a n d y te  - a lan d  o f  d u s t y  road s an d  m u d d y  s tr e a m s
Vincent Pettigrove

We have all noticed a large pile o f sediment 
that has accumulated at the bottom of a 
street, or that has blocked a drain following a 

decent storm in Warrandyte. The area is notorious for 
having turbid, or muddy, waters following storm events. 
As a result the Yarra River and other local streams can 
look very muddy. This sediment can also have a 
detrimental impact on the fish, water rats, tortoises, 
platypus and many other organisms that live in our 
streams.

There are a number o f land use activities that 
contribute to poor water clarity in our local waterways, 
and there are local characteristics about the Warrandyte 
area that accentuate these impacts. The predominant 
soil types in the area are yellow clays and Silurian 
sands. These clays are composed o f very small 
particles that can be easily eroded. Once these clay 
particles are washed into a stream, they stay suspended 
in the water for a long period o f time. The turbid, or 
muddy, colour that frequently occurs in the Yarra River 
can be produced by small amounts of clayey material 
being transported into waterways. Not only does the 
Warrandyte area have clayey soils, we have a hilly 
terrain and often little undergrowth to prevent soil 
erosion. Poor land management in Warrandyte can 
have a substantial impact on the clarity o f the Yarra 
River.

I have recently been involved in a Melbourne Water 
study to investigate the condition o f Andersons Creek. 
The study was initiated because Andersons Creek often 
had poor water quality, particularly during 
storm flows. Our work has helped determine what are

the major sources that contribute to turbid waters in 
Andersons Creek. Turbid water may be created by a 
variety of land disturbances, such as housing 
developments, intensive agriculture and erosion of 
stream bed and banks. You may be surprised to know 
that another major source o f turbidity we identified was 
run-off from our roads.

The impact o f a road on local waterways depends 
on numerous attributes of the road, particularly the 
surface type (whether sealed or unsealed), the 
provisions for drainage to land, the proximity to water 
courses, the number and type of stream crossings, the 
frequency and quality o f maintenance, and the volume 
of traffic. Many o f our roads are unsealed, and are in 
close proximity to waterways. Even the sealed major 
roads, such as the Ringwood - Warrandyte Road and 
Harris Gully Road would contribute a lot of sediment 
run-off, as they have unsealed verges and the road run
off invariably flows directly into the waterway, rather 
than through a vegetated area which would filter out the 
vast majority of sediment. Private roads also need to be 
properly maintained.

Obviously, the impact of our roads on local 
waterways can be greatly reduced by sealing major 
roads and sealing drainage lines along major sealed 
roads. We can all reduce the amount of sediment that is 
discharged into our waterways from our own blocks by 
ensuring run-off from driveways, and other areas where 
there is considerable soil disturbance, is directed to 
vegetated areas and not directly drained into the 
waterways.

Pound Bend Morning
In  le ss  th a n  o n e  an d  a h a l f  h o u rs  a ll w e e d s  in  f lo w e r  
an d  w ith  s e e d s  h a d  b e e n  re m o v e d  f ro m  th e  r iv e r  b a n k  
in s id e  th e  r a b b it  e x c lu s io n  fe n c e  a t P o u n d  B en d  
T u n n e l. It w a s  a  fa n ta s tic  e ffo r t by  th e  T h u rsd a y  
m o rn in g  FOW SPians.

M an y  o f  th e  p la n ts  p u t in  by  F O W S P  m e m b e rs  
o v e r  the  la s t c o u p le  o f  y e a rs  h a d  su rv iv e d  th e  d ro u g h t 
su rp r is in g ly  w e ll. T h e re  w e re  e v e n  se e d lin g s  c o m in g  
up , a m o n g s t th e se  w e re  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  B u rg a n  
w h ic h , a c c o rd in g  to  R a n g e r  D a v id  V a n  B o ck e l, 
sh o u ld  b e  re m o v e d .

A fte r  th e  w e e d in g  w e  h a d  a w a n d e r  th ro u g h  the  
re s t o f  th e  fe n c e d  a re a  w h ic h  w a s  v e ry  d ry  an d  
c o n ta in e d  a  lo t o f  fa lle n  tim b e r . T h e re  w e re  few  
w e e d s  in  th is  s e c tio n , b u t a f te r  so m e  g o o d  a u tu m n  
an d  w in te r  ra in  it m ig h t b e  a  d if fe re n t s to ry .



Sunday Family Activity

Mount Lofty Walk
with

Ranger David Van Bockel

This is a fantastic chance to learn about 
Warrandyte State Park’s newest addition. See:

• The haunt o f the W edge-tailed Eagle
• Some o f the best riparian vegetation in the 

Park.
• One o f W arrandyte’s few wetlands
• The start o f the dramatic Warrandyte 

Gorge

Date and Time: Sunday April 26th at 1.00pm 
Place: Meet at Wittons Reserve at the end o f 
Reserve Rd (Melways ref. map 24 K6). This 
is the end o f the walk where we will leave 
some cars and then drive to the start o f the 
walk at Lower Homestead Rd.

Cartoons
You m ay have noticed several cartoons in th is m onths 
new sletter. T hese are the w ork o f  R ichard T hiel, a self- 
em ployed com m ercial artist specia lising  in graphic art 
and illustrations. Kullatoons is the nam e o f  his business.

C athy W illis m et R ichard several years ago w hen they 
w ere both studying horticu lture and m et again at the 
V N PA  annual picnic w here R ichard  kindly offered  his 
services to  FOW SP. W e are deligh ted  w ith the results 
and look forw ard to  featuring  m ore o f  R ichard ’s w ork in 
forthcom ing new sletters.

Did you know?
G reening  A ustralia  run lots o f  interesting w orkshops and 
FO W SP m em bers are e lig ib le for a significant discount. 
(Y ou pay only $10 instead o f  $30). Even that $10 w ill be 
refunded if  you w rite  an article on the w orkshop for our 
new sletter.

Forthcom ing  w orkshops: 7th M ay ‘Developing your 
propagating skills’. 23rd M ay ‘Assessing and 
monitoring the return of fauna through revegetation’.
For m ore inform ation and bookings phone the train ing 
co-ord inator on 9457 3024

M y Favourite Place

By Ray Clarke

T he sun is rising  behind W arrandyte tow nship  
and lighting up a lovely stre tch  o f  the river, w ith 
a hint o f  m ist rising  from  the surface. It 
illum inates the trunks o f  the m agnificent m anna 
gum s on the steep north bank. B lack duck and 
m allards are sitting  on logs preening  or 
sk ittering  round on the w ater looking for food.

A cross the river on a rock, a darter is craning 
its long neck and spreading  its w ings to  dry 
w hile a w hite-faced  heron flaps dow nstream  
looking for a qu iet place to fish. The river 
babbles over the  rock b a r s .

T his is the stretch  o f  the river track  from the 
bridge to S tiggants R eserve, and is much used 
by joggers, w alkers, people exercising  dogs and 
bike riders. From  each person passed, the least 
one gets is eye con tac t w ith a sm ile (a grim ace 
from  jo g g ers) and the m ost is a chat w ith friends 
or strangers. T hese people see w ood duck 
feeding on any green grass, the im m aculate 
b lack-headed m ales leading the ir fem ales, all 
w ith w ell tailored  frock coats. In the trees are 
m agpies, w hite cockies and noisy m iners, and 
the air is fresh w ith a nip in it. H aving absorbed 
all this, and having done a few  stretching 
exercises, I head for hom e w ith an edge on my 
appetite for b reakfast before starting  the d ay ’s 
work.

Along the way 
we will map 
willows and 
other woody 
weeds. The 
walk will be 
followed by a 
barbeque: bread, 
sausages,

onions, and billy tea provided by FOWSP. A 
selection o f free plants will be available at the 
end o f  the walk to all members.



Rebirth of the FMT
By Cathy Willis

It was in 1994 that the then R anger-in-C harge 
(R IC), M att Le Duc, first p roposed the form ation 
o f  a F lora M anagem ent Team  (FM T ) for 

W arrandyte State Park. D iscussions w ere held 
around the Folly tab le  one lunchtim e and the FM T 
was born. It w as to com prise  tw o m em bers o f  sta ff  
and tw o from  FO W SP, and its m ain objective was 
“ ...to achieve ecological m anagem ent o f  the flora o f  
W arrandyte SP ....”

R anger David V an Bockel and Pat C oupar had 
been quietly  w ork ing  tow ards th is aim  fo r som e tim e, 
so w ere essential to  the team . M att and M argaret 
Burke (our coord inato r at the tim e) m ade up the four.

An early  decision w as that protection  o f  
threatened species should be top priority. W ith 
nearly 40%  o f  W S P ’s flora considered  to  be locally 
vulnerable, endangered  or extinct, the F M T  set itse lf 
to turn ing  the tide.

The FM T opened up lines o f  com m unication 
betw een FO W SP and staff. W e learnt about w orks 
program s and w ere able to structure  our activ ities to 
com plem ent these. W e began to  “grow  to o rder” for 
revegetation pro jects ra ther than propagating  plants 
som ew hat haphazardly  as w e had at tim es in the past. 
S ta ff learnt about our research pro jects and gained 
inform ation from  our observations on w alks and 
activities.

M uch w as achieved through com bin ing  s ta ff  
m anagem ent skills and w ider know ledge w ith 
F O W S P ’s local know ledge, identification  and 
propagation skills, and tim e. W ith grant m oney 
obtained from  M elbourne Parks and W aterw ays, 
rabbit exclusion  fences w ere built to protect 
“hotspots” o f  sign ifican t species. Species teetering  
on the brink o f  extinction  in our Park w ere identified, 
propagated and replanted. T he right p lants w ere 
available for revegetation  at the right tim e.

D espite these successes the FM T  fell apart due to

s ta ff  and FO W SP changes. M att left and M argaret 
resigned as coordinator. S tephen A nderson, acting 
RIC, briefly  resurrected  it fo r a w hile, w ith m yself as 
the fourth m em ber, but then S tephen m oved on too. 
The team  seem ed doom ed to  fail through lack o f  
continuity .

T he good new s is that the FM T  lives again! 
C urren t RIC A ndy N ixon , Joan M acM ahon and Ant 
O w en have jo in ed  D avid, Pat and m yself to form  a 
team  o f  six. O ur first m eeting  w as held early in 
M arch, w ith fu ture m eetings to  be held at about tw o 
m onthly  intervals. R ebirth ing  can be a difficult 
experience, and our recent m eeting  reflected this. A 
few  years on, and w ith three new  m em bers, some re- 
evaluation w as necessary.

D ifficu lt questions em erged:- is it feasible to 
m ove tow ards ecosystem  m anagem ent rather than 
species m anagem ent in a Park  as fragm ented as 
W arrandyte? Should w e com m it to  broadacre 
revegetation w orks w ith all the preparation and 
follow  up they require? W hat effort and funds 
should be put into the conservation reserves that 
com e under Park m anagem ent and w hat to do about 
threatened flora only surviving on private land? 
T hese sorts o f  issues are bound to keep resurfacing 
on the agenda.

Som e concrete  decisions have been made. Firstly, 
w e need to  seek outside help  to evaluate our flora 
m anagem ent system  to find out i f  w e are on the right 
track. Secondly, w e w ill continue to m anage the 
th reatened species as top priority . In addition, a list 
o f  revegetation sites to  receive FO W SP assistance 
and Park funding th is year w as agreed to. This has 
already resu lted  in a successful w eeding m orning at 
Pound Bend T unnel, and w ork has begun on 
p roducing the righ t num bers and species o f  plants 
required for th is years p lan ting  season.
The FM T  has its w ork cut out to set priorities w ithin 
a tight budget know ing  som e th ings ju s t w on’t get 
done. B ut by pooling  our resources and w orking as a 
team  w e hope to  be ab le to  report many good 
outcom es for W SP in the future.

FOWSP Brochure
FOW SP now has its own brochure. At last we can provide interested 
members o f the public with information on our group. As well as details 
about our aims and objectives, it contains information about the nursery, 
Thursday and Sunday meetings, the market etc.

There is a membership application form, a map o f the depot and various 
contact phone numbers.

The brochure will be available at the monthly market stall, the community centre and the 
Jumping Ck and Pound Bend information shelters.



C ats are usually 
the m ain culprits 
for attacks on our 
local w ildlife. 
H ow ever, it is not 
feline, but canine 

attacks that feature  strongly  th is m onth.
Julie has received th ree koalas all the result o f  

dog attacks. O ne adult m ale w hich w as found near 
the M ullum  C reek has recovered and been 
released at O ne T ree H ill R eserve in C hristm as 
Hills w here it w as considered  to  have a better 
chance o f  survival. U nfortunately  the fem ale 
koala and her baby, attacked  by a dog in a 
backyard, both had to be put dow n. An injured 
fully grow n w om bat, also the result o f  a dog 
attack, w as passed on to the B lue C ross, but 
subsequently  died.

Cats, how ever, are to  blam e fo r all seven R ing
tail Possum  deaths. Ju lie  actually  had a total 14 
ringtails brought in. A part from  the seven that 
w ere found dead, one is still in care, four had to 
be put down and tw o w ere released.

Julie has also  received quite a m enagerie o f  
birds w ith one Eastern  R osella and one 
K ookaburra both put dow n; tw o taw ny 
frogm ouths - now at ano ther shelter; one dove

w hich has been released and, surprisingly  for this 
tim e o f  year, a baby Sacred K ingfisher w hich has 
been transferred  to H ealseville Sanctuary.

O ther anim als to com e in during the last 
couple o f  m onths are an ech idna w hich w as hit by 
a car in Jum ping Creek Road and released after 
tw o w eeks, and a dead Eastern G rey K angaroo.

N ow  for som e good news. R em em ber Cory 
the young koala, he is over 12 m onths old now 
and w eighs a healthy 2.5 kilogram s. K eep it up 
Cory.

Julie has ano ther foster carer, called Trish - 
th a t’s tw o T rish ’s now, as well as Ham ish from 
C urraw ong Bush Park has also obtained a carer 
permit.

W here w ould our sick and injured w ild life be 
w ithout these dedicated  people.

R escue

A H o t D a y 's D o in g s
Jo a n  M acM ahon

You m ight recall th is recent Feb 26th (a 
Thursday) w as the hottest Feb 26th ever 
recorded. W hatever it’s place in the record 
books I shall rem em ber it as one o f  those hot, horrible, 

windy days when it’s hard  to  take your m ind aw ay from  
the th reat o f  a bushfire and you w onder yet again 
whether the jo y  o f  living close to  nature is really w orth 
the sum m er stress. At m idday, after a pleasant morning 
spent helping out in the  nursery , I decided to  go hom e 
and act as ‘fire w arden’ fo r the rest o f  the day. M aybe 
I ’m ju s t a w orryw art though, since four other 
FOWSPians (three o f  w hom  also live in W arrandyte) 
cheerfully headed o ff  to  B lack Flat for a spot o f  ‘Yellow 
Iris’ removal. (M aybe they  knew som ething I d idn’t?)

Pat and M ike C oupar had been eyeing th is patch 
and casually  w orking aw ay at it during sum m er 
swim m ing sessions.

I gather the first th ing the four did w as have a swim! 
Glen Henke had  the good sense to  spend the rest o f  the 
session w orking from  the w ater. A fter first bagging up 
the seed heads, the  corm s and leaves w ere cleared from

a stretch o f  bank nearly 10 m etres long. G reat work, 
w hich w as followed by yet another swim. (M aybe I

life size seed head (with ~ 50 seeds)

Glen provided som e interesting inform ation about 
these p lants. The flow ers, w hich are quite attractive, 
a ren ’t  long lasting once picked - a pity, as i f  they were 
people w ould be tem pted to  pick them  and so minimise 
seed production. As well, h e ’d heard  the  leaves are good 
for basketry.



Worth Repeating
Helping to preserve 

endangered butterflies
By T racey Reeve

In a world o f  developing technologies, the 
M useum o f  Victoria 's m ethod o f  counting 
the endangered Eltham C opper Butterfly 
population is surprisingly simple. 
Researchers tramp through suburban 
reserves hitting small bushes with big sticks.
The butterflies are disturbed and fly away, 
allowing them to be counted. Com plex?
No, but it is effective, according to Dr Alan Yen, 
the m useum ’s environm ent program  head curator. 
"With an estimated population o f  only 1000, we 
need to keep a close eye on their numbers," he said. 
"But w e ’re not ju s t  interested in w atching their 
numbers decline, we aim to see the population 
increase."

The endangered Eltham C opper Butterfly is found 
in only three V ictorian regions 
Eltham/Greensborough, Castlemaine, and Kiata in 
Western Victoria. Population counts have been 
conducted annually  at five local sites for the past 
three years, at the Pauline T oner  Reserve, Yandell 
Reserve, Hohnes Hill and at the eastern and western 
colonies in Diosma Rd. Dr Yen said the butterfly 
numbers in the area had dropped a few years ago, 
but were beginning to stabilise. Volunteer  groups 
assisting include the Friends o f  Eltham Copper 
Butterfly, the Eltham C opper Recovery Group and 
the Friends o f  Yandell Reserve. In the heat o f  the 
day, the volunteers and m useum  s ta ff  use sticks and 
branches to hit the small bursaria plant, the

butterfly’s habitat, and watch keenly for disturbed 
butterflies. At night, they crawl on their hands and 
knees by torchlight to spot the larvae which come 
out to feed on the sweet bursaria bushes. Dr Yen 
said the project w ould be ineffective without the 
help o f  volunteer groups.

"With limited funding available, this simple form 
o f  counting allows volunteers to assist us in 
preserving the species," he said. "In addition to 
counting, the vo lunteer groups have spent hours 
removing weeds from the reserves and replanting 
bursaria bushes. "With their  help, we can preserve 
the Eltham Copper butterfly’s environment, 
preserve the current population and increase their 
numbers."
Anyone interested in helping to protect the Eltham 
Copper Butterfly can call Banyule Environment 
Volunteers Co-ordinators on 9480 4680 or Friends 
o f  Yandell Reserve on 9432 0163.

Source: Diamond Valley News February 11th 1998

That was a fun weekend
This y ea r ’s W arrandyte  Festival (M arch 28th and 29th) was a great success, as was our display. Much interest was 
shown in our plant display, our ‘w ildflow er ga rden ’ raffle was popular, many plants were given away, much billy tea 
and dam per was consum ed, we gained some new mem bers and ‘o ld ’ mem bers took the opportunity to pay their subs. 
As well the Sunday evening concert and fireworks were truly excellent. W h o ’ll take bets on whether it really was 
Paradiddle’s swan song?
O ur festival activity is a great chance for mem bers who find it it impossible to attend our other activities during the 
year to make a real contribution to the smooth running o f  the weekend. Thank you to all who helped and particularly 
to Betty Oke for roster organisation and general overseeing. (Hope she d oesn ’t mind this public thanks.)
W e’d also like to thank Jan and Ron Day o f  The Soil Shop and N ursery  for lending us yet again their hay bales. W e ’ll 
be sending them a note o f  thanks and a copy o f  our book. By the way their nursery  (just o f f  the W arrandyte-Heidelberg 
R d ) has an interesting range o f  plants at very good prices.
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