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Pound Bend Orchard - a New Beginning
By Pat Coupar

The seeds  h ave  been  sow n  fo r  a new  
beg in n in g  fo r  the  o ld  o rch a rd  b e lo w  the  
R angers  dep o t  a t  P ound  Bend . A  few  

w ee k s  ago  R anger,  G len  J a m e so n ,  w ith  a 
spec ia lly  des igned  m a ch in e ,  d irec t  seeded  several 
p repa red  sec tions  o f  th is  la rge c lea red  b lock  o f  
land at the  eas te rn  end  o f  P ound  B end Reserve.

T h is  a rea  w as  ad d e d  to  the  W a rra n d y te  S tate  
Park in 1984, n ine  yea rs  a f te r  th e  initial 
dec la ra t ion  o f  the  Park. A c c o rd in g  to  the  P a r k ’s 
M a n a g e m e n t  Plan, re le a se d  in 1990, “ the  o rcha rd  
is to  be d ev e lo p e d  in tw o  s tages  w ith  a m a jo r  
rev e g e ta t io n  p rog ram  as s tage one  fo l lo w ed  by 
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a m a jo r  d ay -u se  p icn ic  area  with  
to ile ts  and  p a rk in g  for lip to  100 c a rs .”

H is to r ica lly  the  ferti le  a l luv ia l  so ils  o f  this  
area  w ere  used  fo r  g ro w in g  v eg e ta b le s  and  fruit . 
Severa l peach  tree s  f rom  th a t  t im e  still 
rem ain .  S in ce  i t ’s in c o rp o ra t io n  several  
e f fo rts  a t  r evege ta t ion  h av e  been  
under taken .  T h e s e  h av e  inc luded  the  
c o n s tru c t io n  o f  a n u m b e r  o f  ‘c o u p e s ’ (now  
jo in e d  into o n e )  into w h ich  p r im ary  school 
ch i ld ren  p lan ted  tu b e s to c k  an n u a l ly  on 
‘a rb o r  d a y ’. In o n e  o f  these  co u p e s ,  a few  
yea rs  ago , F O W S P  tr ia l led  som e d irec t 
se ed in g  w ith  g rea t  success .  A n o th e r  
suc ce ss  has  been  ‘E n d e a v o u r  B a n k ’ - a 
n a r ro w  str ip  a lo n g  the  ed g e  o f  the  o rchard  
that abu ts  ex is t in g  r ipar ian  vege ta tion .  T he  
area  has  been  fenced  to  e x c lu d e  rabbits ,  
ca rpe ted ,  m u lc h e d  and  p lan ted .  T h e  plants 
have g row n  v ig o ro u s ly  and  the  site  now  
requ ires  on ly  m in im a l  o n g o in g  w eed  
control .

G len  is an  o ld  hand  a t  d irec t  seed ing ,  hav ing  
used  th is  te c h n iq u e  several  t im es  for  large areas 
o f  Y a r ra  V a l ley  P ark lands .  A lthough  this  t im e the 
p rep a ra to ry  w e e d  con tro l  w a s  a li ttle has ty  and 
not as th o ro u g h  as G len  w o u ld  have liked, the 
c o n d i t io n s  o f  w a rm th  and  rain this  sp r ing  have 
p rov ided  a pe r fec t  o p p o r tu n i ty  for  d irec t  seeding. 
A se lec tion  o f  euca lyp ts ,  w at t le s  and Pom aderris  
w ere  sow n  into fu rrow s.  W e  eager ly  aw a it  the 
g erm ination .

A s  fo r  s tage  tw o, w ell  th a n k fu l ly  it has  never  
got o f f  the  ground .  M a n a g e m e n t  m ade  the 
c o m m e n d a b le  d ec is ion  tha t th is  a rea  o f  the Park 
w as  not c o n d u c iv e  to  rec rea tional  deve lopm ent.  
A s  for the  hel ipad ,  bu ilt  a  few  years  ago, it has 
on ly  been used  o n ce  in tw o  yea rs  and  will not be 
m a in ta in ed  as  such. It w as  n ev e r  part o f  the  plan.



Green Wedge Seminars
Report by Mike Coupar

Echidnas

I liad gone  to the  G re e n  W e d g e  ta lk  on 
ec h id n a s  d e te rm ined  to  a sk  tw o  specif ic  
qu es t io n s  - ‘H ow  do  th e y  c o n c e iv e ? ’ to w h ich  

the on ly  an sw e r  I 'd  eve r  had  in the  pas t  w as  ‘w ith  
d if f icu l ty ’ ! T h e  second  w a s  ‘h o w  d oes  the  
m o the r  to le ra te  her  p r ick ly  y o u n g  in the  p o u c h ? ’ 
Kath H andasyde ,  a f ie ld  b io log is t  f rom  the  
U nivers i ty  o f  M elb o u rn e ,  w a s  em in en t ly  qua l if ied  
to  an sw e r  these  q u es t io n s  an d  m o re  from  the  
eager  au d ien c e  o f  forty  or  so in te res ted  people .

Kath exp la ined  w ith  the e n th u s ia sm  o f  a spor ts  
com m en ta to r ,  tha t e c h id n a s  are  su p re m e  d igge rs  
such tha t they ‘s u b s id e ’ into the  d ep th s  o f  the  
earth, tha t  they  sw im  the  ‘d o g  p a d d le ’, live for  15 
to 20 years  and d esp i te  th e ir  a rm o u ry  o f  sp ines  
occas iona l ly  fall p rey  to  d in g o s  and  goannas .

Kath show ed  s l ides  o f  h e r  w o rk  in the  
S tra thbog ie  R anges.  H ere  she and  a po s tg rad u a te  
s tudent d isc o v e red  tha t  th e  e c h id n a s  go  into 
to rpor  (a kind o f  h ib e rn a t io n )  in sh a l lo w

b u rro w s  du r ing  M ay, Ju n e  and  July .  T h is  is 
en fo rce d  by re la tive  lack o f  food  necess i ta t ing  
ene rgy  conserva t ion  by a d ram a tic  d rop  in body 
te m p era tu re  to  5°C  and a b rea th  o f  a ir  every  one 
or  tw o  hours. In A u g u s t  food  bec o m e s  ava ilab le  
for the  S tra thbog ie  e c h id n a s  in the  form  o f  ants, 
te rm ite s  and  sca rab  bee tle  larvae.

A n d  w h a t  ab o u t  th e  a n sw e rs  to  m y  ques t ions?  
W ell they  w ere  a n sw e re d  in g rap h ic  detail ,  but 
the re  are  so m e th ings  w e  j u s t  h av e  to  f ind  ou t for 
ourselves!  See  y o u  at the  nex t  G re e n  W e dge  
sem inar.

Wombats

Wom b a ts  o b v io u s ly  h ave  a large fan c lub  
ju d g in g  by  the  s izab le  au d ie n c e  they  
a t t rac ted  at the  rec en t  G re en  W e d g e  

sem inar.  R oge r  M art in ,  R e sea rch  A sso c ia te  from  
M e lb o u rn e  U n ivers i ty ,  e x p la in e d  w h a t  is know n  
abou t the  secre t  lives o f  o u r  w o m bats .

A lthough  he to ld  us so m e th in g  ab o u t  the  rare 
Southern  H a iry -n o sed  W o m b a t  and  the 
end a n g e red  N o rth e rn  spec ies ,  his  s l ide- i l lu s tra ted  
talk co n c en tra ted  on the  so  ca lled  ‘C o m m o n  
W o m b a t ’. I w as  su rp r ised  to  learn  tha t  th is  is 
now  not the case . A s  h a p p e n s  all to o  f requen tly ,  
the d is tr ibu t ion  o f  th is  an im a l ,  w h ic h  w e  take  for  
g ran ted ,  has  been  in s te ad y  dec line .  O n c e  found  
from  A d e la id e  to  S ydney ,  th e ir  range  is now  
co n s id erab ly  r ed u c ed  eas t  o f  M e lb o u rn e .  R o g e r  
M artin  laid the  b la m e  fa ir ly  and  sq u a re ly  at 
farm ers  and a lso  su c ce ss iv e  g o v e rn m e n ts  w ho  
have failed to  p ro tec t  the  w o m b a t ,  w h ich  is still 
dec la red  ‘u n p ro tec ted  w i ld l i f e ’.

A s usual the  en th u s ia s t ic  a u d ie n c e  asked  m any  
ques tions .  Jo h n  H an so n  d e l ig h te d  us all w ith  ta les 
o f  his fa m i ly ’s ‘p e t ’ w o m b a t  - a y o u n g s te r  tha t 
had lost i t ’s m o th e r  and  ap p e a re d  a t  the  H a n s o n ’s

do o rs tep  one  day. T h e  w o m b a t  w as  ca red  fo r  by 
the  H a n s o n ’s and  the ir  k ids  w h o  even  to o k  it to  
the ir  local school.  B ut even tua l ly ,  like all 
o f fsp r ing ,  the  w o m b a t  ga ined  in c o n f id e n ce  and 
left its a d o p ted  hu m a n  family.

A ll the  G reen  W e d g e  se m in a rs  I have  a t tended  
have  been  e x t re m e ly  good . I have  been  im pressed  
by the  en th u s ia sm  and  k n o w led g e  o f  the 
p resen ters .  T h e  M a n n in g h a m  C o u n c i l  is to  be 
co n g ra tu la ted  for  the ir  ad v e r t is in g  and  for 
b o o k in g  the  ideal v e n u e  at the  W a rra n d y te  
C o m m u n i ty  C entre .  S pecia l thanks  go to  o u r  ow n 
A lis ta ir  T ra i l l w h o  persu a d es  the  ex p e r ts  to 
v en tu re  to  W a rra n d y te  and  w h o  hosts  the  evening .



A New Fence for the Park

FOWSPians had  an o p p o r tu n i ty  to  p rac tice  
their  f e n c in g  skil ls  o n ce  m o re  at T im b e r  
R eserve  on T h u rs d a y  O c to b e r  22nd . Last 
year  the  ‘F r ie n d s ’ o b ta in ed  a g ran t from  Parks 

V ic to r ia  to  bu ild  an o th e r  rabb i t  ex c lu s io n  fence in 
the  Park. T h e  pa r t icu la r  a rea  cho sen ,  o p p o s i te  an 
ea r l ie r  very  success fu l  fen c e  ( recen t ly  ex tended ) ,  
has  som e o f  the  h ig h es t  o rch id  d ive rs i ty  in the 
Park.

A g en e ro u s  n u m b e r  o f  FOWSPians tu rned  up to 
h am m er  in pegs ,  c lea r  veg e ta t io n  and  pan ou t 
fenc ing  w ire. M o rn in g  tea  w a s  p rov ided  and  af te r  
lunch w e w ere  r e w a rd e d  w ith  a  g u ided  w a lk  led 
by o u r  u n as su m in g ,  local o rch id  guru  ‘J R ’. 
W axlips ,  M u sk y  C a la d e n ia s ,  P ink  F ingers  and 
T ig e r  O rc h id s  w e re  still f lo w er in g  a lo n g  with  
C h o c o la te  L ilies,  F lax - li l ies ,  M ilk m a id s  and  
Button  Ever las t ings .  T h e  real trea t,  h ow ever ,  w as 
a c o lo n y  o f  hug e- le av e d  C o m m o n  Bird O rch ids ,  
so m e o f  w h ich  w ere  in f low er .  F o r  som e reason 
snails ,  m il l ipedes  and rabb i ts  do  not seem  to graze 
the se m i-su cc u len t  leaves. A l th o u g h  a few  f low er  
buds  had been n ipped  off.

T h e  fence  is n o w  c o m p le te  and  w ill be 
ca re fu lly  m on ito red  o v e r  the  nex t  few  years. A t 
the p resen t t im e  15 sp ec ie s  o f  o rch id  are  recorded  
for the  a re a  n o w  fenced ,  th is  will a lm o s t  ce r ta in ly  
increase  now  rabb its  a re  e x c lu d e d  from  the area.

Wanted
Nursery Manager for 

Warrandyte State Park Nursery
Five ho u rs  per  w e e k  at $15 per  hour.
A p p l ic an ts  m u s t  be ab le  to co m m it  at least 2-3 

hours  ea ch  T h u rs d a y  m o rn in g  to  o rgan ise  
p ropaga t ion  w o rk  for  the  ‘F r ie n d s  o f  W a rra n d y te  
S tate  P a rk ’.

Som e e x p e r ie n c e  in p ropaga t ion  and 
k n o w led g e  o f  in d ig e n o u s  p lan ts  essen tia l.

For m o re  in fo rm ation  and  a j o b  desc r ip tion  
r ing  the  Park  on 9 8 4 4  2659 . A p p lic a t io n s  in 
w ri t in g  by the  end  o f  N o v e m b e r  sent to  F O W S P ,  
PO  B ox  220 , W a rra n d y te ,  3113.

T h a n k s  to  all w h o  c a m e  to  he lp  save th is  patch  o f  
W a r ra n d y te ’s s ign if ican t  vege ta tion .

Canoe reminder
N e w  m em bers ,  
and  m ay  be 
som e old ones 
too ,  m ay not be 
aw a re  that 
F O W S P  has its 
ow n  canoe 
w h ich  can be 
b o r ro w ed  by 

an y o n e  in the  g ro u p  o v e r  the  age  o f  18.
T h e  c a n o e  is loca ted  in the  large open  shed 

bes ide  the  b ac k  ro ad  (o p en  at w ee k en d s )  to  the 
rangers  depo t ,  P o u n d  B end  Road, W arrandy te  
(M e lw a y s  ref. 23 C 10). For  m ore  in fo rm ation  ring 
a m e m b e r  o f  th e  co m m ittee .



A  B r i s bane W eekend
Report by Pat Coupar

St range  forces  o f  n a tu re  had  th e ir  w ay  at the  
O ld  Mill C a m p  in th e  B r isb a n e  R a n g es  
N ational  Park. Rain fell o u t  a c lea r  b lue  

sky, l igh ten ing  f lashed  u n d e r  a c a n o p y  o f  stars, 
s trong  w in d s  sw ir led  and  th u n d e rc la p s  
reve rbe ra ted  with  d e a fe n in g  d ec ibe ls .

FOWSPians w ere  p r iv i le g ed  to  c a m p  in this  
rem ark ab le  bowl, w h e re  g u l l ie s  d iv id in g  s te e p 
sided, m ine -ridd led  hills, co n v e rg ed .  N o rm a l ly  the  
site is rese rved  for  o v e rn ig h t  w a lk e rs  and  the  
F riends  o f  B r isbane  R a n g es  w h o  c o m e  to ca rry  
out sugar  g lide r  su rveys  here.

A s a lw ays  on these  ‘F r i e n d s ’ c a m p s  the 
a tm o sp h e re  a round  the  g lo w in g  c a m p f ir e  w as  
re laxed  and  c o n d u c iv e  to  c o n g e n ia l  conve rsa t ion .  
On the  S a tu rday  ev e n in g  R a n g e r - in -C h arg e ,  C h r is  
W orrall ,  popped  in fo r  a  cha t.  C h r is  w as  a  range r  
at W a rra n d y te  S ta le  P ark  o v e r  ten  yea rs  ago  and 
w as keen to  hea r  the  la tes t  f rom  o u r  neck  o f  the  
w oods.

T h ere  w ere  m a n y  h igh l igh ts  o f  the  F O W S P  
w ee k en d  cam p .  T h e  w i ld f lo w e rs  lived up to  the ir  
repu ta tion .  Pink, b lue and  y e l lo w  sun o rch id s  
r e sponded  to  S a tu rd a y ’s 30  d eg re e  w a rm th  by 
o p en in g  freely. A lo n g  the  f i re b reak s  ye l low , 
w h ite  and  purp le  da is ies  sh a re d  the  dry  sa n d y  soil 
w ith  parro t,  bush and  leaf less  peas.  W h i le  w hite -

f low ered  tea- tree  and  y e l lo w  gu inea-f low ers  
d o m in a te d  the  hea th y  w o o d lan d .  G rass  T rees  
w ere  abundan t,  
som e h ea l thy  and 
som e - due to 
se r ious  c innam on  
fungus  invasion  - 
not so.

T h e  three
k ilom etre  A nak ie  
G o rg e  natu re  trail 
p rov ided  a p leasan t 
stroll on a hot 
a f te rnoon .  T he  
t rack  fo llow s the 
S tony  C reek  w hich  
has  ca rved  a 
d ram a tic  cou rse  th rough  the  rocky  landscape.

A  visit to  S te ig l i tz  H is to r ic  Park  gave  us an 
oppo r tu n i ty  to  indu lge  in som e gold  history. A 
hundred  yea rs  ago  S te ig l i tz  w a s  b o o m in g  tow n 
w ith  a popu la tion  o f  a round  a th o u sa n d ,  but as the 
go ld  ran ou t the  to w n  dec l ined .  S o m e  build ings 
from tha t  t im e still rem ain  a lo n g  w ith  so m e m ore 
recen t rusty  relics. A n in te res t ing  co l lec t ion  o f  
a r t i fac ts  w ere  on d isp lay  inside the  o ld  co u r thouse  
as w ell as a fasc ina t ing  se ries  o f  pho to g rap h s  
d o c u m e n t in g  the  to w n s  dec line .

T h a n k s  to  A n d y  N ix o n ,  o u r  R an g er- in -C h arg e  
for  lia is ing  w ith  his B r isbane  R an g es  coun te rpar t  
in o rg an is ing  th is  m os t  e n jo y a b le  w eekend .

Posters, Brochures and Cards
Posters
FO W S P  now  has tw o  p o s te rs  w h ic h  will be 
p laced  on ro ta t ion  at the  in fo rm ation  she lte rs  at 
P ound  Bend and  Ju m p in g  C re e k  R eserves .  T h e  
poste rs  sh o w  p h o to g ra p h s  o f  
‘F r ie n d s ’ ac t iv i t ie s  and  the  
nursery ,  and  has  in fo rm ation  
abou t the  g roup  w ith  c o n tac t  
n u m b e rs  o f  tw o  c o m m it te e  

 m e m b ers  for p eo p le  w h o  
w an t to find ou t m ore.

W e are  very  g ra te fu l  to 
ranger  Brian  Ph if ley  for  his 
a r t is t ic  ta len ts  in p u t t in g  the  
p o s te r s  toge ther .

Brochures
T h e  first p r in t  run o f  o u r  
b ro ch u re  ran  o u t  very  
qu ick ly .  T h is  w as  m a in ly d u e  
to  hav ing  them  av a i la b le  in
boxes

at p icn ic  a reas  for  the  pub lic  to  he lp  them se lves  
for  free. U n fo r tuna te ly  w e  ca n n o t  affo rd  this  
luxury ,  e spec ia l ly  as  it d id n ’t  ac tua l ly  resu lt  in 
any  n ew  m em bers .  H ow ever ,  it is im por tan t  to 

have  b ro ch u res  fo r  the  m arke t  and  also  to  
hand out at m e e t in g s  like the  G reen  
W e d g e  S em in a rs  w h e re  w e  have  p icked  
up new  m e m b ers ,  so an o th e r  1000 have  
been  prin ted .  W e  have a lso  ap p l ied  to 
Parks V ic to r ia  g ran ts  p rog ram  fo r  m oney  
to  prin t m ore  nex t year.

Cards
W e have  had a n ew  set o f  g ree tings  cards  
prin ted .  F o u r  d raw in g s  by F O W S P  
m e m b e r  M e lan ie  C o u p a r  w ere  chosen  
these  are: g ro w l in g  g rass  frog, ech idna ,  
pe l ican  and  ta w n y  f ro gm ou th .  T h e  ca rds  
are  ava ilab le  f rom  the  m arke t  stall fo r  $1
each .



Flora Management Team 
Update

By Cathy Willis

The F lo ra  M a n a g e m e n t  T e a m  ( F M T )  
c o m p rise s  severa l  F O W S P  co m m it te e  
m e m b e rs  and  several P ark  s t a f f  m em bers .  

It m ee ts  at  least o n ce  ev e ry  second  m o n th  to  share  
in fo rm ation ,  d isc u ss  issues  a f fe c t in g  the  P ark  and 
w ays  th a t  F O W S P  can  su p p o r t  P ark  w orks .

T h e  F M T  has  c o v e red  a w id e  range  o f  issues 
in the  last s ix  m on ths .  S o m e  o f  th e se  a re  likely  to  
h ave  long  te rm  e f fec ts  on W a rra n d y te  S ta te  Park 
and  F O W S P  ac tiv i ties .  O th e rs  are  m ore  m u n d a n e  
m a tte rs  such  as a r ran g in g  to get  w e e d s  p icked  up 
a f te r  w ork  days  o r  p lan ts  and  to o ls  t r an sp o r te d  to 
a p lan t ing  day.

B urgan  has  rea red  its ug ly  head  (m y  op in io n !)  
at several m eetings .  A f te r  c o n su l ta t io n ,  w e  ag reed  
tha t it shou ld  not be  p lan ted  as  part o f  the  Mt. 
Lofty revege ta t ion ,  bu t  its ro le  in W a r ra n d y te ’s 
vege ta tion  c o m m u n i t i e s  and  e c o sy s te m  
m a n a g e m e n t  are  to p ic s  tha t  co u ld  be d iscussed  
end less ly .  (S e e  Pat C o u p a r ’s a r t ic le s  in recen t 
new sle t te rs .)

R e v eg e ta t io n  c o m m itm e n ts  fo r  the  co m in g  
y ea r  have  been  d is c u s se d  and  F O W S P  will be 
g ro w in g  6 ,000  p lan ts  for  an A u tu m n  p la n t in g  at 
Mt. Lofty. A s  n u rse ry  regu la rs  a re  w ell a w a re  w e 
have  recen t ly  g ro w n  ab o u t  4 ,0 0 0  plan ts ,  m a in ly  
grasses  and  sedges ,  fo r  M e lb o u rn e  W a te r  
p lan tings  at T h e  Is land  in W a rra n d y te  and 
W in g ro v e  Park  in E ltham . O u r  o the r  
c o m m itm e n ts  are  m uch  sm a lle r .  T h e se  inc lude 
g ro w in g  500  Melaleuca ericifolia  sp e ed l in g s  for 
the H er i tage  C o u n t ry  C lu b  site  u ps tream  o f  M t 
Lofty, eu c a ly p ts  for  Ju l ie  P ryo r  to  he lp  feed the 
koalas  in her  w i ld l i fe  she lte r ;  r ipar ian  trees  and 
sh rubs  for  a n ew  rabb i t  p r o o f  fence to  be erec ted  
at C l if fo rd  Park; and  m o re  o f  the  sa m e for  P ound  
Bend p icn ic  a re a  w h e re  m a n y  p lan ts  are sen esc in g  
and  the re  is li ttle rec ru i tm en t  o f  ind igenous  
seedlings.

W e  h ave  b ee n  in v e s t ig a t in g  the  use  o f  sm oke  
w ate r  to p ro m o te  na tu ra l  reg e n era t io n  in sites 
around  the  Park ,  p a r t icu la r ly  th o se  a reas  with

his to rica l  reco rd s  o f  s ign if ican t  spec ies  tha t have 
a lready  been  fenced . F O W S P  m e m b e r  Lea 
H annah ,  w h o  is s tu d y in g  E n v ironm en ta l  Science, 
has  been c o m b in g  th ro u g h  in fo rm ation  ava ilab le  
on sm oke  w ater .  S he  has  ag reed  to  do som e trials 
o v er  a th ree  y e a r  period .  W e  hope  for exc iting  
results  but d o n ’t hold  y o u r  breath! W hen  nursery  
w o rk e rs  have  t im e w e  will try ge rm ina t ing  seed 
using  th is  m e thod  again .  W e  dab b led  in it a few 
yea rs  ago, but d id n ’t really  fo llow  up results.

R anger  G len  J a m e so n  has  carried  out 
ex tens ive  d irec t  se ed in g  w o rk s  at several 
d eg raded  sites a ro u n d  P ound  Bend. (See front 
page .)  He soaked  so m e o f  the seeds  in sm oke  
w ate r  for one  site and  will keep us inform ed o f  
results.

F O W S P  have  put in th ree  subm iss ions  for this 
y e a r ’s round  o f  Parks V ic to ria  (fo rm erly  
M e lb o u rn e  Parks  and  W a te rw a y s )  grants.  T he  
F M T  is an exce l len t  fo rum  fo r  F O W S P  to  get 
s ta f f  f ee d b ack  on w h e th e r  o u r  projec ts  are 
ap p ro p r ia te  and  how  they m igh t im pact on the 
Park. W e  have  been very  successfu l  in the past 
w ith  gran ts ,  but are  w ary  o f  app ly ing  for m oney 
for m a ter ia ls  w h en  w e  s trugg le  with  the person 
p o w er  to  ca rry  o u t  the  labour. T h is  yea r  tw o o f  
o u r  su b m iss io n s  invo lve  e m p lo y in g  a  contractor .  
M ore  new s i f  w e  are  successfu l .

B o tan ica l  c o n su l ta n t  C a m  Beardsa ll ,  w ho  has 
had so m u c h  input into f lo ra  m a n a g e m e n t  in W SP 
in the  past,  is w o rk in g  on m ap p in g  vegeta tion  
co m m u n i t ie s  in the  w id e r  area  inc lud ing  WSP. 
I t ’s a g rea t y e a r  a f te r  a co u p le  o f  d ro u g h t  years  to 
be c lo se ly  s tudy ing  o u r  bush  so w e  are eager  to 
see  his  report.

T h e  ce n tre  o f  the  ca rpark  at N o rm a n s  Reserve 
has  been  fenced  and  trea ted  for  w eeds .  F O W S P  
recen tly  he ld  a  p la n t in g  m o rn in g  the re  and with 
recen t rains  th is  very  pub lic  a rea  shou ld  soon look 
a picture.

P er iw ink le  M ou n d ,  the  very  first a rea  tack led  
by F r iends  o f  the K o o rn o n g  (F O K ),  is in a  sorry  
s ta te  due  to rabb it  g raz ing  and  the  ed g es  be ing  run 
o v er  by  the  rubb ish  truck .  A co u p le  o f  F M T  
m e m b ers  had a site  v isi t and  ag reed  on fenc ing  
and  p ine log rep o s i t io n in g  to  a l lo w  eas ie r  truck  
tu rn ing . F O K  will fo llow  up with p lan ting  and 
re ju v e n a te  the  area.

T h is  is ju s t  a ta s te  o f  w h a t  goes  on at F M T  
m eetings .  I f  y o u  have  an issue you  w ou ld  like to 
br ing  to  o u r  a t ten t ion  p lease  j o t  us a note to  the 
P.O. B o x  or  g ive  m e  a r ing  and  we: w ill p u l  it on 
the  a g e n d a  for  the  n ex t  m ee tin g  e a rly in 
D ecem ber .



New Territory

Of fic ia l ly  or  uno ffic ia l ly ,  the  hill is know n 
as M o u n t  W a rra n d y te .  F rom  its peak, in 
the  d is tance ,  it w as  p o ss ib le  to see  the fi re  

to w er  on M o u n t  St L eo n a rd .  T h e  G re a t  D iv id ing  
Range looked  very  c lose ,  the D a n d e n o n g s  even 
c loser  and  c lo ses t  o f  all w as  F ourth  Hill.  B e tw een  
them no su b u rb s  co u ld  be seen  and  if  you  d id n ’t 
know  be t te r  it w as  easy  to  be d ec e iv ed  tha t  the 
bush w as c o n t in u o u s  from  hills  to  m oun ta in s .

W a rra n d y te  S ta le  P a r k ’s R anger- in -C harge ,  
A ndy  N ixon ,  led the  w a lk  on  S u n d ay  O c to b e r  
25th  w h ich  a t t rac ted  a d iv e rse  g ro u p  o f  peop le  
rang ing  in age  from  u n d e r  one  to  o v er  eighty .

S tar t ing  at L o n g rid g e  it w a s  a short stroll to 
M o u n t  W arrandy te .  F rom  th is  m ig h ty  m oun ta in  
we traversed  r idges  and  va l ley s  - new  te rr i to ry  for

most,  i f  not all o f  us - em e rg in g  at the  Y arra  River 
o p p o s i te  G ly n n ’s R eserve .  A fte r  a w e lcom e 
resp ite  and  fresh p in e ap p le  slices, w e  ascended  
N a u g h to n ’s cliffs.  T h e  v iew  o f  the  r ive r  be low  
w as  inspiring . O n w a rd s  to the  m ore  fam ilia r  
te rr i to ry  o f  P ound B end  R eserve  and  koalas. T h e  
final section  o f  the  w a lk  fo l lo w ed  the  r iver a long 
a n a r ro w  track, ac ross  b o a rd w a lk s  and  ou t to the 
large c lea red  area  o f  the  o ld  o rcha rd .  A t the 
‘F o l ly ’ a b a rb e q u e  w as  in p repa ra t ion  w h ile  cars 
w ere  retr ieved.

T h a n k s  to  A n d y  N ix o n  for  p la n n in g  and 
lead ing  the  w a lk  and  to  Jan ie  V a g g  for  o rg an is ing  
the de l ic io u s  barbeque .  A nd  ap o log ies  to  those  
w h o  c a m e  for the  c a n o e  cross ings  w h ich  d id n ’t 
e v e n tu a te  b ecau se  o f  d if f icu l ty  o f  access .  Looks 
like w e  m igh t  have  to  o rgan ise  a specia l canoe  
day.

Butterfly Papers

Did y o u  no t ic e  all th o se  w h ite  b u tte rf l ies  
fly in g  a ro u n d  the  bush at the end  of  last 
m o n th ?  T h e y  w e re  C a p e r  W h ite  

bu tte rf l ies ,  w h ich  f re q u en t ly  a t t rac t  a t ten t ion  by 
the ir  m ass  m ig ra t ions  into so u th e rn  South  
A us tra l ia  and  V ic to r ia  d u r in g  spring.  L arge 
n u m b e rs  o f  the b u tte rf l ies  h ave  been  seen  in 
A d e la id e  and  M e lb o u rn e  and  som e bu tte rf l ies  
have even  been  no ticed  in T a sm a n ia .  T h is  is 
rem a rk a b le  s ince  the  bu t te r f l ie s  travel from 
sou thern  N e w  S ou th  W a le s  and  n o r the rn  S outh  
A u stra l ia  w h e re  the  ca te rp i l la rs  feed  on  v ar ious  
spec ie s  o f  C a p e r  (F a m ily  C a p p a r id a c e a e ) .

T h e se  sp o rad ic  m ig ra t io n s  into sou the rn  
reg ions  o cc u r  d u r in g  N o v e m b e r  and  D ec em b e r  
and m ay  be a tw o -w a y  jo u r n e y .  T h is  y e a r ’s

a rr iva ls  w o u ld  have  been assis ted  by the  s trong  
n o r th e r ly  w in d s .  It is no t kn o w n  w h a t  b en e f i t  is 
ga ined  f rom  the  m ig ra t ions  o the r  than  it m ay  be a 
w ay  o f  e n s u r in g  tha t  the  bu t te rf ly  is ab le  to 
ex p lo i t  the  en t ire  range  o f  its foodplan t .

Rotamah 
Island

By Ray Clarke

T h e  Island, in the  G ip p s la n d  Lakes,  is the  p lace  to 
be in the spring. W a d in g  b irds  are  c o m in g  back  
from the nor the rn  h e m isp h e re .  Pe licans ,  te rns  and 
m any  o the r  w a te r  b irds  a re  f lock ing ,  the  bush  is full 
o f  little birds, and  w a lk e rs  see  k anga roos ,  em u s ,  hog  
deer,  ec h id n a s  and  w o m b a ts .  O n  the  m a n y  bush 
tracks there are  w ild  f lo w ers  and  o rch id s  and  a 
c a u se w ay, takes  y o u  to  th e  N in e ty  M ile  Beach .

T h e  a c c o m m o d a t io n  is com fo r tab le ,  the  food 
sp le n d id  and  the W a rd en s ,  B arbara  and Peter, g ive  a 
w a rm  w e lc o m e  to  singles, co u p le s  and families . 
T h e y  are  the  incum ben ts  for  B irds A ustra l ia  
( p re v io u s ly  the  R A O U )  at the  V ic to rian  Bird 
O b se rv a to ry ,  and  ca rry  o u t  bird counts ,  bird 
b an d in g  and  are the  local ca rers  fo r  the  th rea tened  
little tern and  fairy tern.

I h ave  recen t ly  re tu rned  from  a happy  w ee k en d  
w ith  a house  o f  s ix teen  peop le  inc lud ing  B rian  and 
Je n n ie  T h o m a s ,  range rs  from  C oo la r t ,  w ho  
inc reased  o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  nes ting  habits .

F o r  th o se  w h o  w ish  to  visit,  ta lk  to  me, 9844 
2 3 5 1, o r  p h o n e  the  O b se rv a to ry .  (03 )  5156  6398.

Around 
the State



" I  S P Y ”
 By B.G

Supporting the Stall
Market stall helpers on October 3rd were: Diane 
Baird, Gillian Beddington, Lyn Wilson and 
W olfgang Krause. Ross Coupar also turned up to 
d isassem ble the stall helped by Wolfgang.

Auction Activity
Mark Brown, work experience student from 
N orwood Secondary College, worked with our 
‘Friends’ group, potting on plants and preparing 
the large pots to be auctioned at our annual 
general meeting on Sunday N ovem ber 29th. Also 
helping were three visitors - Matt, Cecilia  and 
Ethan Le Duc.

Soup Surprise
Just when we thought the Thursday soup lunches 
were finished for the year, Jan Tindale  put on a 
delicious impromptu mushroom , spinach and 
bacon soup with bread. M uch appreciated by all.

Cameron's Car
David Cameron is not invisible at all. He was 
seen driving his brown FJ Holden around the back 
blocks o f  W arrandyte som e weeks ago.

Suspended Species
After the imbroglio o f  the Federal election was 
over, I Spy had intended to ask individual 
Nillumbik and M anningham  councillors about 
their favourite indigenous plants. However, due to 
a State Governm ent sortie the elected N illumbik 
councillors have been suspended so I hope to talk 
to M anningham councillors  about their 
performance.

Commendable Community Co
operation
M embers o f  the M aroondah Bushwalking Club 
will be taking Grade 5 students from Ringwood 
Primary School on a walk in Warrandyte State 
Park on N ovem ber 18th. It will be an easy eight 
kilometre stroll between Black Flat and Blue 
Tongue Bend.

‘Depot doings  ’

While Park s ta ff  were at Mt Buffalo, Anna 
Richtarik ‘w o m an ed ’ the depot phones.

Mind the Mines
In early O ctober a group o f  walkers from a 
Neighbourhood Com m unity  House (not 
W arrandyte) arrived at G eraghty’s mine on 
Fourth Hill. Three walkers decided to go in the 
mine with one small torch. More than ha lf  an hour 
later the walkers emerged, quite shaken. While 
doing the ‘dep ths’ o f  the mine they had become 
slightly dis-orientated and worried. A sobering 
reminder that even small local excursions can 
have potential problems.

Minutae from  the Minutes
(October com m ittee  meeting)
•  Display posters completed
•  Submission to National Community Links 

Award for Pound Bend Activities and 
Environmental Interpretation Area

• N ew  Regional Manager, Jennifer Lilburn.
• Direct seeding underway in old orchard.
•  W eekend Park staffing now on a district roster 

- means s taff  will not always be available in 
W arrandyte on weekends.

Anti Ring Road Organisation (Arro) Update
Joint Submission to the Scoresby Freeway 

Environment Effects Statement (EES)

The Anti Ring Road O rganisation has made a jo in t 
submission with 40 other com m unity  groups to the 
Scoresby Freeway EES. The Scoresby Freeway is 
the southern section o f  the proposed Eastern Ring 
Road. The submission exposed several serious 
inadequacies o f  the EES. O ne o f  these inadequacies 
is that there has been no consideration given to the 
long term effects o f  a Scoresby Freeway on 
M anningham, N illum bik or Banyule.

It was an excellent ach ievem ent t o  have so many

different com m unity  groups all putting their names 
to this first class submission.

t he next step in the EES process is for the panel 
hearings which will run from the 10th o f  November 
to the 23rd o f  December. These public hearings will 
be held in the Panel Hearing Room, ground floor 
west, Olderfleet Buildings, 477 Collins Street 
Melbourne. This will be when arguments about the 
cost and effects o f  the Scoresby Freeway can be 
brought forward publicly.
Editors Note: FOWSP was one of  the 40 community 
groups to put their name to the joint submission.
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